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The Proof 
By Barbara Comet Ryberg 
OME tell us that prayer is all in the 
mind, 


That the only result is the solace we find; 

That God does not answer, nor hear 
when we call: 

We commune with our own hearts in 
prayer, that is all. 

But we who have knelt with our burden 
and care, 

And made all our problems a matter of 
prayer, 

Have seeti God reach down from His 
Heaven above, 

Move mountains, touch hearts, in His 
infinite love, 

We know that God works in a wonderful 


On behalf of His children who trust Him, 
and pray. a 


Rewards for Faithful Service 


What rewards are there for one who 
serves God faithfully? There are very 
many. A reader who was helped by the 
editorial note on being “Stedfast, Un- 
movable” (Nov. 2) suggests that some- 
thing be said on rewards. It is a pleasant 
and large subject, All who are in Chris- 
tian work serve a loving and kind Mas- 
ter, who bears the yoke with them, gives 


them inward comfort, and is able to give 
them wisdom and grace for their task. 
They have the clear conscience and 
peace of mind that comes from doing 
God’s will. They know that their work 
is for eternity. They join a real and 
lasting fellowship of believers that 
stretches around the world. The Bible 
is to them a daily guidebook in a very 
special sense. God supplies all their real 
needs, and often gives them extra, maté- 
rial blessings in unexpected ways that 
fill the heart with joy and thanksgiving. 
But beyond all this is the absolute as- 
surance that “God is not unrighteous to 
forget your work and labour of love” 
(Heb. 6:10), and the promise of the Lord 
Jesus, “And, behold, I come quickly; and 
my reward is with me, to give every 
man according as his work shall be” 
(Rev. 22:12). 
x 


The Hairs of Our Head 


Depression and good cheer are both 
related in the Bible to the hairs of our 
head. David cried out, “Mine iniquities 
.- . . are more than the hairs of mine 
head: therefore my heart faileth me” 


(Psa. 40:12); and anyone who has a 
tender conscience and who has seen him- 
self in the light of God’s holiness knows 
how David felt. Again, he complained, 
“They that hate me without a cause 
are more than the hairs of mine head” 
(Psa. 69:4). Many in God’s service find 
that this, too, touches a responsive chord 
in their hearts. But God uses the very 
same covering of our heads to bring us 
encouragement, Here is a promise that 
remind us of His constant care: “And 
even to your old age I am he; and even 
to hoar hairs will I carry you: I have 
made, and I ‘will bear; even I will carry, 
and will deliver you” (Isa, 46:4). And 
here is another word that shows His 
attention to the smallest details of our 
lives: “But the very hairs of your head 
are all numbered” (Matt. 10:30). Granted 
that our iniquities are more than the 
hairs of our heads, yet “where sin 
abounded, grace did much more abound” 
(Rom. 5:20). Our enemies within and 
without are very numerous, “but he 
giveth more grace” (Jas. 4:6). Not one 
detail of our lives escapes His watchful 
eye, and all of our burdens together 
are not too many or too heavy for His 
grace, 


The Worth of Prayer 


The first of three editorials on prayer by J. E. Harris 


late Dr. Blanchard, president 

of Wheaton College, wrote a book 

6n prayer and called it “Getting 
Things from God.” Not everyone would 
agree with that conception of prayer, but 
it is Scriptural. Not that prayer is only 
a means of getting things from God. 
It is more than that, but it is that. We 
have our Lord’s word for it. “If ye then, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts 
unto your children, how much more shall 
your Father which is in heaven give 
good things to them that ask him?” 





Comfort for Dark Days 





“Because he is at my right hand, 
I shall not be moved” (Psa. 16:8b). 











(Matt. 7:11.) Prayer gets things from 
God. ‘That is one of its ‘values. 


What sort of things does prayer get 
from God? All sorts. Things temporal 
and things eternal, things material and 
things spiritual, things trivial and things 
of weightiest import. A successor to Dr. 
Blanchard at Wheaton, Dr. J. Oliver 
Buswell, Jr., wrote a book on prayer, 
too. In it he says:. “There is nothing 
too small for the care of our Heavenly 
Father. Personally I pray for the most 
ridiculous little things. A pin may save 
an hour, an hour may save a soul, and 
a soul may save a people. There is 
nothing too small to be an object of 
Christian prayer.” 

I once knew a cultured, consecrated 
Christian woman who conducted a res- 
cue home for twenty-five years with 
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no other support than that- which came 
in answer to prayer. Leafing over her 
book telling the story of those years, I 
read: “On May sixteenth I had many 
requests to make of our Heavenly 
Father, one being for ten dollars to cover 
a necessary expense. I spent the early 
hours with Him, and while yet in prayer 
a cheque came for ten dollars, which 
covered the expense referred to.” 


That is but one of hundreds of such 
answers to prayer this woman experi- 
enced in those years. The things need- 
ful to maintain that Christian rescue 
home came in answer to prayer. Prayer 
is a means of getting things from God, 
even, under certain conditions, things 
temporal and material. 


Some answers to prayer are obvious 
and unmistakable, and sometimes they 
are immediate, too. That ten dollars 
coming while that praying woman was 
yet before God about it was an imme- 
diate and obvious answer. Not always, 
however, were the answers as prompt 
and obvious. Elsewhere in her book she 
tells of praying for a telephone and re- 
ceiving it more than two years later, 
an obvious but delayed answer. When 
Abraham’s steward met Rebekah at the 
well, as told in Genesis 24, he had an 
immediate and obvious answer to prayer 
that thrilled his soul. But sometimes 
answers to prayer are delayed, and they 
may be disguised, too. Paul and Silas 
prayed for guidance as to the next step 
to take on one of their evangelizing 
tours, only to be kept in perplexity for 
a time. The answer was delayed, but 
eventually the vision of a man of Mace- 
donia calling for help gave them direc- 
tion, and they went there. But as the 
answer to their prayer began to develop 
it took in the scourge, the prison cell, 
and the stocks. Faith was tested, no 
doubt, by God’s answer to prayer assum- 
ing that guise, but later events showed 
that God was working in and through it 
all. So, answers to prayer are sometimes 
delayed, and they may come in a dis- 
guise not easy to recognize. 

Moreover the particular petition of- 
fered may be denied entirely, yet the 
heed back of the prayer be met. Dr. 
Buswell tells of hearing the governor 
of a Southern state say: “My father 
prayed for what he thought was right 
in the Civil War. I testify that God 
answered his prayer‘in causing right 
to triumph and in keeping our great 
nation united.” Victory for his side was 
not granted, but the real need repre- 
sented in the prayer was satisfied. 

In ways beyond our comprehending, 
God has the answers. to our prayers 
built into His plans and purposes, and 
we may come with simple faith making 
our requests known to. Him in all things, 
certain that “like as a father pitieth his 
children, so the Lord pitieth them that 
fear him,” and therefore that He will 
either do for us what we ask, or substi- 
- 
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tute something better than we ask, ac- 
cording to His greater wisdom. 

But prayer not only gets thirgs from 

*God, it does things to us. During the 
war an American sailor dropped into a 
Christian center for servicemen in a 
California port. He stayed through a 
devotional period and then asked a 
worker, “Can you tell me how to pray?” 
The two of them got apart, and then the 
sailor told he had been on a ship. sunk 
in action. He and three or four cthers 
bobbed up in the water to find them- 
selves close to a huge patch of flaming 
oil bearing right down upon them. There 
seemed no way of escape. One of the 
boys had a godly background and knew 
something of prayer. The others were 
not the praying kind. When he grasped 
the imminent peril in which they were, 
the God-fearing lad cried out, “O God, 
save us!” The others then took up the 
desperate plea and echoed jt after him. 
As they did so, the flaming oil divided 
into two patches and a widening chan. 
nel between with a raft just beyond 
made possible their escape. The one 
who told the story was one of the 
prayerless lads, but so impressed was he 
with the experience that he was taking 
the first opportunity to ask someone to 
teach him to pray. . It did not take long 
to lead that young man to Christ. 

Prayer had brought him deliverance 
in imminent peril, but it also did some- 
thing to him. It awakened in him a 
realization that a man heeds to know 
God and needs to know how to pray, and 
a determination to know God for him- 
self, 

Prayer is the laboratory of faith. There 
we put the precepts and promises to the 
test of experience. “He that cometh to 
God must believe that he is, and that 
he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him” (Heb. 11:6). Sincere prayer 
requires a threefold conviction: first that 
God is, that He does exist; next that He 
is accessible, that He can be approached 
by man; and third, that He is entreat- 
able, is a rewarder of them that dili- 
gently seek Him, does respond to their 
approach and plea. Now, we may the- 
oretically hold these beliefs, but when 
we pray earnestly we put them to the 
proof, and in God’s varied responses to 
our prayers we prove in our own experi- 
ence that God exists, that He is ac- 
cessible to men, and that He is entreat- 
able, too. So one of the things prayer 
does to us, if we go about it aright and 
keep at it faithfully, is to develop a 
personal, experimental knowledge of 
God. 

Another thing prayer does to us is to 
renew the inner man in both peace and 
strength. Listen to the Apostle Paul in 
Philippians four: “In nothing be 
anxious; but'in every thing—” every- 
thing that would disquiet us— “let 
your requests be made known unto 
God... .”— and what will happen? You 

(Continued on page 38) 


s¢ January” b19"1947" 


Notes on Open Letters 


The Ruins of Jericho 


Somewhere, the place I do not recall, 
I.read of the unearthing of the ancient 
ruins of Jericho. It was stated that 
the massive stones that had constituted 
the walls, and mingled with them the 
bodies of those who had manned 
those walls, were found in just such 
condition as confirmed_the accuracy 
of the Scriptures in Joshua. What 
would be your answer, and that of 
Christian archaeologists, to one whe 
would inquire: Why was-it that the 
Israelites did not clear up the debris 
for the purpose of rebuilding? Is it 
not unbelievably strange that they 
should leave both walls and bodies 
oes beneath them in just that,con- 

ition 


We remember that Jericho, though 
a very werful city, was a fortress 
rather than a residential city. Also, 
we remember that a monument was 
erected from the stones taken from 
the dry Jordan River bed to be a 
monument of Israel’s miraculous pas- 
sage to succeeding generations. 


Could it be that those two factors 
were responsible for the walls having 
been left as they were by God, who 
meee them to fall?—A New York 
reader, ~ 


Dr. Josepx P. Free’s REPty 


Inasmuch as you do not recall where 
you read about the walls of Jericho be- 
ing mingled with the bodies of those 
who manned the walls, it is difficult to 
deal with the report. Unfortunately 
there are sincere people who are inter- 
ested in archaeology and who write 
about it, but’ they often have only a 
superficial knowledge of the subject and 
no real training in the field. Often popu- 
lar articles contain almost as much mis- 
information as information. 

Two books by a recognized scholar 
deal with Jericho in part or in whole: 
John Garstang, “Joshua-Judges” (Lon- 
don, Constable, 1931), and, by the same 
author, “The Story of Jericho” (London, 
Hodder and Stoughton, 1940). The actual 
reports of the excavation were published 
in the Annals of the Institute of Archae- 
ology of the University of Liverpool. Dr. 
Garstang was the director of excavations 
at Jericho, and also professor at the 
University of Liverpool in Britain. 

Ido not know of any place where Gar- 
stang mentions bodies mingled with the 
walls of Jericho. I have just now 
quickly run through his book, “The 
Story of Jericho,” and find no such ref- 
erence in the places where I would ex- 
pect to find it, and upon checking the 
index ‘to this book, I find .no listing of 
“body” or “skeleton.” On page 51, Gar- 
stang notes that in a building which was 
apparently a temple, the skeleton of a 
man was found who had died a violent 
death by having his neck twisted; Gar- 
stang suggests that he may have been 
robbing the temple. Another: skeleton 
had the head severed from the body, 
perhaps caused by the shaking up of 

(Continued on page 44) 

















Lesson ‘for JaHndaty 26 


George Whitefield 


SAE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


The flaming evangelist of two worlds 


ISTORY has proved that no man 
H or woman has too few or too 
many talents to be mightily used 
of God, provided those talents are truly 
dedicated to Him. Uneducated drunk- 
ards and thieves, like Jerry McAuley, 
when redeemed and consecrated, have 
turned multitudes to God. So have well 
born, highly educated, and many tal- 
ented men and women like Thomas 
Chalmers and Fidelia Fiske. 


George Whitefield was one of the lat- 
ter type. Educated at Oxford Univer- 
sity and ordained in the Church of Eng- 
land, he soon broke loose from the dead 
formalities of established custom and 
became a flaming evangelist to awaken 
multitudes to new spiritual life, in Great 
Britain and America. Although many 
churches were closed to him because of 
his informal methods and soul-stirring 
denunciations of prevailing sin, it is es- 
timated that in the thirty-four years of 
his public ministry he preached more than 
eight thousand sermons to at least ten 
million hearers. And this was before 
the days of widely read newspapers, and 
long before the omnipresent radio broad- 
casting. Whitefield’s talents might have 
made him famous as an actor on the 
stage, as an orator in some political or 
national campaign, or as a writer of 
“best sellers,” but he early gave his 
heart to Christ and all his body, mind, 
and spirit to preaching the Gospel. Long 
before the days of the microphone and 
loud speakers, his powerful voice, with 
its clear silver tone, could be heard more 
than a mile away, as he preached in the 
open air to an audience of 20,000 peo- 
ple. David Garrick,:the great actor, 
once exclaimed that he would give five 
thousand pounds to be able to say “Oh !” 
so as to move multitudes like White- 
field. 


His Family and Early Training 

This great evangelist and prophet of 
God was not the “son of a prophet,” 
though his grandfather and 'great- 
grandfather were clergymen of the 
Church of England. He was born. in 
Bell Tavern, Gloucester, England, on De- 
cember 27 (or 16th old style calendar), 
1714. He was the youngest of six sons. 
His father, Thomas Whitefield, died 
when George was only two years old 


and his mother endeavored to support | 


the family by carrying on as innkeeper. 
The patrons of the inn were not always 
elevating exarnples for the young lad, 
and he said later that he formed some 
bad habits. His mother seems to have 
been ambitious for her talented son and 
sent him to school in Gloucester. Here 





By DELAVAN L. PIERSON 


“If there were wanted two apostles 
to be added to the number of the 
Twelve,” said Spurgeon, “I do not 
believe that there could be found 
two men more fit to be so added 
than George Whitefield and John 
Wesley.” In 1879 Spurgeon wrote: 
“There is no end to the interest 
which attaches to such a man as 
George Whitefield. As often as I 
have read his life, I am’ conscious - 
of distinct quickening whenever I 
turn to it. He lived. Other men 
seem to be only half alive; but 
Whitefield was all life, fire, wing, 
force. My own model, if I may have 
such a thing in due subordination to 
my Lord, is George Whitefield; but 
with unequal footsteps must I fol- 
low in his glorious track.” 

This is the tenth in a series of 
biographical sketches by Mr. Pier- 
son. There is one more to follow — 
the life story of the young Scottish 
pastor, Robert Murray McCheyné. 


—_—_—_—_—___ 


he remained three years, but then was 
obliged to leave to help his mother at 
the tavern. At school he became inter- 
ested in the drama and showed con- 
spicuous talent as a speaker. In spite 
of their poverty his mother urged her 
son to go to Oxford to continue his 
studies, and when a friend reported 
that he might help earn his way at Pem- 
broke College, he left home to continue 
his studies there. 

George was then eighteen years of age. 
He had been accustomed to attend 
church and had read with deep inter- 
est Thomas 4 Kempis’ “Imitation of 
Christ.” During a period of sickness, he 
had time to think, and he determined 
to lead a holy life. At Oxford he came 
into contact with John and Charles 
Wesley and joined what the students 
called “The Holy Club,” because of the 
strict principles of its members. They 
were also known as the “Methodists” 
because of their adherence to certain 
strict rules of conduct, including prayer, 
Bible study, visiting the poor, and per- 
sonal work among prisoners. 

Whitefield was one of the leaders of 
the Methodists, but poverty and ill 
health caused him to leave Oxford for 
a year. He continued his studies at 
home and then returned to college. He 
was advised to enter the ministry, but 
hesitated. Writing in his journal, he 
said: 

I prayed a thousand times, until the sweat 


dropped from my face like rain, that God 
in His infinite mercy would not let me enter 


* @ Ww 


the Church before He called me. I cried: 
“Lord, I cannot go. I am unfit to preach 
Thy great Name.” 

He finally heard God’s call and was 
ordained ag a deacon in the Church of 
England, preaching his first sermon in 
Gloucester in 1736 at the age of twenty- 
two. His earnestness and his talents 
showed him to have promise as a pul- 
pit orator, but that did not satisfy him. 
To a friend he wrote: 

I hope that the good of souls will be my 
only principle of action. I call Heaven and 
Earth to witness that when the Bishop laid 
his hand upon me, I gave myself up to be 
a martyr for Him who hung upon the cross 
for me. I have thrown myself blindfold 
and without reserve into His mighty hands. 

Whitefield was soon invited to preach 
in London where crowds flocked to hear 
“The Boy Parson.” He was offered a 
church with a good salary, but at the 
same time a call came from the Wesleys, 
who had gone to Georgia, asking him 
to come to America (without promise 
of salary) to do missionary work in a 
field “where the harvest is great and 
the laborers are few.” 


The First Journey to America j 


Responding to this call, Whitefield set 
out on a sailing vessel crowded with 
passengers and soldiers to whom he min- 
istered as a chaplain. He was oppressed 
by the profanity and card playing, but 
every morning he held services on the 
deck and visited the sick. Gradually, 
by earnestness and tact, he won the re- 


* spect of officers and men. Even the cap. 


tain, who was notoriously profane, re- 
nounced the habit and exhorted the 
soldiers to do likewise. Two other ves- 
sels were in the convoy, and when they 
drew close together for a morning serv- 
ice, Whitefield’s marvelous voice could 
be heard on the other vessels above the 
roar of the waves, 

Arriving in Georgia, the evangelist 
preached to the settlers, many of whom 
were rough and ungodly. Often, in or- 
der to “buy up the opportunity,” he be- 
gan his ministry at five o’clock in the 
morning and continued all day. Peo- 
ple’s hearts were won, and soon places 
of worship proved too small to hold 
the crowds. After three months of 
strenuous work, he returned to England 
to raise money for the orphanage he 
had founded in Savannah. At the same 
time he was consecrated a priest of the 
Established Church. 

In England, Whitefield again joined 
the Wesleys, who were beginning ac- 
tively to promote “Methodism.” At that 
time much of British society was char- 
acterized by intemperance, and profli- 
gacy. Even many of the clergy were 
addicted to strong drink, gambling, and 
worldly sports. Empty formality marked 
the Established Church, and there was 
an absence of Gospel preaching and holy 
living. Crime prevailed in all classes, 
and Whitefield’ began’ preaching fear- 
lessly against formality, intemperance, 
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vice, and godlessness. He warned sin- 
ners to prepare for the coming judg- 
ment and proclaimed the love and 
mercy of God, offered through Jesus 
Christ. Crowds came to hear him, but 
many of the clergy were offended and 
réfused to open their churches to him. 
Like his Master, the fiery young evange- 
list took to the open air with “the field 
for his auditorium and the sky for his 
sounding board.” It was not long before 
John Wesley followed his example in 
open-air preaching, although the founder 
of Methodism had said: 

Having ali my life been so tenacious on 
every point relating to decency and order, 
I should heve thought the saving of souls 


almost a sin, if it was done outside a con- 
secrated church. 


Personal Danger and Injury 

In this and subsequent visits to Eng- 
land, Scotland, and Ireland, Whitefield’s 
powerful preaching at public fairs, race 
courses, and elsewhere aroused the en- 
mity of gamblers, liquor dealers, and 
others whose business he condemned. 
More than once he was attacked with 
stones, eggs, and other missiles. At one 
time a man attacked him with a sword 
which was deflected by the cane of a 
friend. At times Whitefield suffered 
painful injury and was ill in conse- 
quence. Children were much attracted 
to him and would often crowd around 
his platform. Though sometimes ter- 
rified and hurt by the attacks on the 
preacher, “they never shrank,” said 
Whitefield, “but on the contrary, when- 
ever I was struck, they turned up their 
tearful eyes and seemed to wish that 
they might receive the blows for me.” 

On one occasion, when he was preach- 
ing to a large crowd in an open field, a 
drummer attempted to interrupt the 


service by loudly beating his drum. The . 


preacher stopped long enough to say: 

Friend, you and I serve two great Mas- 
ters, but on different callings. You summon 
volunteers for King George, I call them to 
serve the Lord Jesus Christ. In God’s name, 
then, let us not interfere with or interrupt 
each other. The world is wide enough for 
us both and we may get recruits in abun- 
dance. 

This tactful appeal had its desired 
effect, and there was no further inter- 
ruption. 

In later visits to America, of which 
there were six, Whiteiield preached to 
large audiences in Charleston, Philadel- 
phia, New York, Boston, and elsewhere. 
He met and became friendly with Ben- 
jamin Franklin, who was deeply moved 
by the evangelist. He also visited Jona- 
than Edwards and assisted in the Great 
Revival in New England. Many were 
strongly opposed to his unconventional 
methods and his plain-spoken message. 
On one occasion, when he visited Bos- 
ton, a prominent clergyman remarked, 
“I am sorry to have you come here, Mr. 
Whitefield.” To which the evangelist 
replied, “So is the Devil, sir !” 
Whitefield was deeply interested in the 
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neglected orphans in Georgia, and much 
of the money he received in his meet- 
ings went to support the orphanage 
there. He was also interested in educa- 
tion, especially in the training of minis- 
ters. He helped to establish the Log 
College at Neshiming, Pennsylvania, and 
was “the inspirer and original Trustee of 
the Charity School of 1740, the forerun- 
ner of the University of Pennsylvania” 
— where his statue done by R. Tait Mc- 
Kenzie now stands. 


But preaching Christ was his chief 
ambition on all occasions. It is said that 
one clear day when he was preaching 
in Philadelphia near the bank of the 
Delaware River, his voice could be heard 
at Gloucester Point two miles away. In 
England, when he was preaching in a 
meadow on a river bank, his trumpet- 
like voice kept repeating such words as: 
“Be sure your sins will find you out — 
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt be saved.” A man working 
in a field a mile away, hearing the voice 
but seeing no preacher, concluded that 
God was speaking to him from Heaven. 
Falling on his knees he prayed for for- 
giveness and accepted the offer of new 
life in Christ. 


His Vivid Illustrations 


Whitefield’s sermons abounded in 
striking: figures of speech and in vivid 
illustrations. Lord Chesterfield heard 
him graphically describe a sinner, under 
the figure of a blind man, going along 
the edge of a cliff, guided only by ,his 
staff. As the blind man came to the 
edge, suddenly his staff fell from his 
hand. As Whitefield described the man 
seeking to recover it and just ready to 
step into the chasm, Chesterfield 
bounded from his seat, exclaiming, “O 
God; he’s gone! Save him!” 

On his last visit to America, in 1769 
and 1770, George Whitefield had grown 
feeble beyond his years in the service 
of God, but he could still speak with 
the same earnestness and fire. At one 
time when he was asked for permission 
to print a sermon, during which a thun- 
derstorm had occurred and which had 
proved powerful, he replied, “Yes, if you 
will include the thunder and lightning 
—and the rainbow.” 

He did not depend on his eloquence 
for effectiveness in preaching, but was 


a man of prayer and sought the power | 


of the Holy Spirit to touch men’s hearts 
with the truth of God. “Preaching 
Christ,” he said, “I find to be the best 
way of saving sinners and building 
saints.” His prayer was that he might 
wear out rather than rust out, and that 


if it were God’s will he might die ' 


preaching the Gospel. At times he ex- 
claimed, “O God, I am weary in Thy 
work, but not of. it!” 

On September 29, 1770, at the age of 
fifty-six, he preached for two hours in 
the open air at Exeter, Mass. Expound- 
ing 2 Corinthians 13:5, he stressed the 
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insufficiency of good works to merit sal- 
vation. He had been suffering much 
from weakness, but suddenly he cried 
out in a voice of thunder: 

“Works! works! A man get to Heaven 
by works! I would as soon think of 
climbing up to the moon on a rope of 
sand.” 

That Sunday afternoon he returned to 
Newburyport, where he was to preach 
on the following day. Crowds gathered 
at the home where he was staying and 
begged for a brief message. He replied 
that he was too weak to say a word. 
Taking a candle he started up to bed; 
bu*the consciousness of the value of 
human souls and of the power of the 
Gespel caused him to stop on the stairs, 
and there he spoke with strong convic- 
tion and melting pathos. While he spoke 
the candle’in his hand burned out in 
its socket. Pale and with an effort 
Whitefield uttered his last message — 
one of the most eloquent that ever fell 
from his lips, as he said: 

“I go to my everlasting rest. My sun 
has risen, shone, and is setting — nay, it 
is about to rise and shine forever. I 
have not lived in vain. And though I 
could live to preach Christ a thousand 
years, I die to be with Him, which is 
far better.” 

That night George Whitefield went 
from the earthly pulpit to be at Home 
with the Lord —for in the early morn- 
ing he entered into the life beyond. Like 
the poor widow, whom Christ com- 
mended, he offered his all to his Master 
—his whole body, mind, and spirit, and - 
depended on Christ to transform them 
into golden talents. 


Deep Conviction and Strong Emotion 


Whitefield’s power in preaching can- 
not be separated from his prayer life 
or from his strong emotional feelings. 
He had very deep convictions as to 
the danger of eternal condemnation of 
lost souls and the necessity of being 
born again. He knew the love and power 
of Christ to save both high and low. His 
whole heart was moved by devotion to 
Christ and he often wept as he pleaded 
with men to turn from death to life. 
His eyes burned with fire and his lips 
trembled with passion as he pressed 
them to accept Christ as their Saviour 
and Lord. While he had strong and 
clear convictions, he was no narrow de- 
nominationalist. On one occasion when 
he was preaching in Philadelphia from 
the balcony of the Courthouse, he cried 
out suddenly: 

“Father Abrahani, whom have you in 
Heaven? Have you any Episcopalians?” 

“No.” 

“Any Presbyterians?” 

“No.” 

“Have you any Independents or Se- 
ceders?” 

“No.” 

“Anv Methodists there?” 

“No, we know none of these names.” 














- SS ee he OY 


—= tt ww Ww Ff 


ae ee re Es er 


Sl ee ee J | a 


Ye FF: Eee eS aS. CUD 


be De, ee ed 











Lesson for January 26 


a 


,rS 
- “Whom have you then?” 

“Here. are only believers in Jesus 
Christ; those who are washed in the 
blood of the Lamb and have overcome 
by the word of His testimony.” 

“Oh, in that case,” said Whitefield, 
“God help us all to forget party names 
and to become followers of Christ in 
deed and in truth.” 

One of Whitefield’s contemporaries, 
who knew him well, testified: “I hardly 
ever knew him to go through a sermon 
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without weeping, for he said: ‘How can 
I help it when you will not weep for 
yourselves?’ ” 

Once the preacher, with eyes up- 
turned, seemed to see to the very 
Heavens. He described the celestial host 
gathered there and addressed the arch- 
angel Gabriel, saying: 

“Stop, Gabriel, stop! You may yet 
hear news of one more sinner reconciled 
to God.” 


Upper Montcriam, N. J. 


ll. Eight clues to its content and purpose 


O RETURN to the structure of this 

key, the writer is not content to tell 
us what his main approach is, but he 
states also the purpose for it. “These 
[signs] are written, that ye may be- 
lieve.” Naturally, when signs are pre- 
sented to his readers for their consider- 
ation, two reactions are possible: accept- 
ance, of rejection. The entire Book is 
an attempt to swing the reader to the 
side of acceptance, as embodied in thé 
word “believe.” The word is used no 
less than one hundred times in the Gos- 
pel and is generally so translated, 
though in a few instances it is ren- 
dered as “trust” or “commit” (John 
2:24, and elsewhere in Rom. 3:2; 1 Cor. 
9:17; Gal. 2:7). Never does it mean a 


mere assent to a proposition. It usually | 


means acknowledgment of some personal 
claim, or even a complete personal com- 
mitment to some ideal or person. John 
seeks to lead his readers to a settled 
faith on the basis of actual signs which 
are historic episodes, and which connote 
not only the mere action, but the spir- 
itual reality behind them as well. 


The third element in the structure of 
this key is the second subordinate clause 
which completes the definition of the 
purpose: “and that believing ye may 
have life in his name.” Believing is 
not sufficient in itself as the fulfillment 
of the purpose; believing itself is the 
means to a greater end. This end is 
expressed in the word “life.” “Life” 
(zoe), in the Fourth Gospel, means more 
than animal vitality or the course of 
human existence. It is carefully defined 
by Jesus in John 17:3, “And this is life 
eternal, that they should know thee the 
only true God, and hirh whom thou didst 
send, even Jesus Christ.” 


Life,.so defined, possesses various ele- 
ments. It implies consciousness, for 
there is no knowledge without conscious 
existence. It implies contact, for we 
cannot apprehend those things with 
which we have neither direct nor in- 
direct contact. It implies continuity, or 
duration, because if we are to know God 
we shall have to coexist with Him. It 
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implies development, because the knowl- 
edge of God must be a growing, not a 
static thing. Eternal life, man’s full des- 
tiny, is the objective of the teaching of 
this Gospel. P 

Putting together these three state- 
ments, centering around the words 
“signs,” “believe,” and “life,” we can see 
the author’s key to the Gospel. Around 
the “signs” are clustered the teachings 
that interpret these phenomena in terms 
of spiritual truth. Around “belief,” and 
presumably its opposite, “unbelief,” the 
actions and reactions of the story will 
develop. Around “life,” and presumably 
its opposite, “death,” wili be gathered 
the outcome of destiny determined by 
belief and unbelief. This simple, pro- 
gressive structure is one clue to the con- 
tent of the Gospel. 

There is a logic in this structure, too. 
Belief presupposes the evidence that 
will produce it. Nowhere in the Scrip- 
tures are we urged to believe without 
having some adequate reason given for 
committing ourselves to the person or 
proposition in which we believe. Even 
in John 11, where Jesus placed seeing 
after believing by saying to Martha, “Said 
I not unto thee, that, if thou believedst, 
thou shouldest see the glory of God?” 
Jesus had already given Martha a rea- 
son for believing through the presen- 
tation of His own person. When we 
board a train for some distant city, we 
have no guarantee that we shall reach 
the city alive. Flood, storm, or wreck 
cannot be foreseen; yet we trust in the 
general reliability of the railroad which 
has assumed the responsibility for our 
transportation. If the railroad has a poor 
reputation, we probably do not buy a 
ticket. The “signs” were intended to 
demonstrate the kind of person in whom 
the Gospel asks us to believe. We may 
not know all that He is or all that He 
will require of us; but having seen Him 
in action as represented by John, and 
having perceived that He is master of 
every human situation, we can believe 
that He will be adequate to our needs 
and emergencies. Furthermore, the 
Resurrection, which is the crowning 
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sign of all, proves that He still lives 
to meet the needs of those generations 
beyond that of the time of the writing 
of the Book. He is not only an historic 
reality, but is our eternal contemporary. 
* Belief, too, must issue in life. What 
we believe determines in large measure 
what we are. Any banker will agree 
that the philosophy of his debtors is 
more important to him than the size of 
their assets. A poor man who believes 
in the fundamental principles of finan- 
cial honesty is a better risk than a rich 
man who dodges payment when he can. 
In this passage, however, life does not 
mean chiefly conduct. It relates to what 
we receive, not primarily to what we 
achieve. It is the opposite of condemna- 
tion’ (John 3:2; 5:24), the knowledge 
of God (John 17:3), satisfaction (John 
6:35), preservation and enjoyment (John 
10:10), eternal duration (John 12:25). 
Life, according to the Gospel of John, 
is qualitative as well as quantitative. 
It is the logical consequence of a com- 
plete commitment of self to Christ. 

These three words, “signs,” “believe,” 
“life,” provide logical organization of 
the Fourth Gospel. In the signs we have 
the revelation of God: in belief, the 
response that they ought to evoke; in 
life, the result that belief brings. They 
integrate the appeal of the entire Gos- 
pel. 

The language of these two verses af- 
fords a few more clues to the content 
of the Gospel. 


1. A Selective Gospel. 


“Many other signs therefore did Jesus 
..+ which are not written in this book: 
but these are written...” 

The facts related here were not the 
only ones known to the writer, but were 
singled out from a great number which 
he held in his memory. A comparison 
of the Fourth Gospel with the three 
Synoptics will quickly show that it 
records far fewer miracles than they; 
and that except for the Feeding of the 
Five Thousand and the Walking on the 
Water the miracles are not even iden- 
tical with those of the Synoptic record. 
There is similarity in character between 
some of these remaining five and some 
in the Synoptics, but that is all. The 
same holds for the historical events, gen- 
erally speaking. The inevitable con- 
clusion is that the author purposely 
organized his record from existing mate- 
rials with the general objectives in 
mind: to concentrate his material on one 
purpose, and to avoid repetition of what 
had already been published or was al- 
ready current in oral form. 


2. An Attested Gospel. 


“Many other signs therefore did Jesus 
in the presence of the disciples.” (Italics 
ours.) 

Paul states in 1 Corinthians 15:6 that 
the disciples at the time of Jesus’ death 
numbered more than five hundred. 


(Continued on page 44) 
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PEEDING Up End-Time Witnessing. 
S —High price of receivers has been 

a difficulty for radio evangelism 
in poverty-stricken, heathen lands. Now 
come midget radios which will extend 
immensely the listening audiences. This 
is a pocket radio 3x3x6 inches, weigh- 
ing ten ounces. Its reception is equal 
to that of the usual five-tube receiver. 
New mission radio stations are planned 
at Addis Ababa by the Sudan Interior 
Mission, in Costa Rica by the Latin 
American Mission, at La Paz in Bolivia, 
in Canton and Hankow, in Recife, Brazil, 
in Honolulu, in Shanghai, and in Alberta 
by the United Prayer League. . 

The Presbyterian Guardian reports an- 
other development of great interest. Dr. 
William E. Welmers studied Hebrew and 
related languages at Westminster Semi- 
nary, subsequently taking his doctorate 
at the University of Pennsylvania under 
Dr. Zellig Harris, who had discovered 
new procedures in language. analysis 
and study. The method centers in ac- 
curate transcription of the speech of a 
native. Using exact methods of nota- 
tion, a trained observer can record a 
language with precision though he may 
not be familiar with it. 

During the war-Dr. Harris and other 
linguists demonstrated to the Govern- 
ment that the new methods cut months 
from the time previously required to 
master little known languages. Dr. Wel- 
mers was assigned to demonstrate the 
method in Fanti (West Africa). , He 
analyzed the language in four weeks and 
taught it to eight students. In-1943 he 
taught fifty Army students Chinese, us- 
ing the new method, although he had 
not previously studied Chinese.. Later 
he taught Japanese in the same quick 
fashion. 

Now he has been sent by the Lutheran 
Board of Foreign Missions to analyze 
the Kpelle dialect, one of the most 
widely used tongues of Liberia, in order 
to help missionaries to prepare. transla- 
tions of Scripture, hymns, catechisms, 
and so forth. Dr. Welmers is a minister 
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, 


A missionary revival is reported from 
Scandinavia, and it is said that nearly a 
thousand missionaries, veteran and pro- 
spective, are ready to go to the foreign 
field. So the missionary societies of 
Scandinavia have bought a Douglas air- 
plane to be used jointly to transfer their 
missionaries to and from the fields. Fif- 
teen journeys are planned for the first 
year, which will provide transportation 
for 450 missionaries. This system will 
bring about substantial economies. It 
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will also afford protection to isolated 
missionaries who, in case of serious ill- 
ness or accident, can be brought home 
in a few days. For such folk there is no 
better physician than “Dr. Svea,” as the 
writer can attest — Dr. Sweden, the brac.- 
ing climate of the Scandinavian penin- 
sula, 

The first mission aircraft, landing in 
Congoland last March, was named Ans- 
gar, after the French missionary monk 
who carried the Gospel to Sweden in 
the ninth century. It brought twelve 
Scandinavian missionaries with six chil- 
dren and carried back in two days nine 
missionaries and eight children, mission- 
aries whose furloughs were long over- 
due and whose health had bitterly suf- 
fered. Two days from Leopoldville on 
the Congo to Stockholm ! 


Europe Needs Christian Literature.— 
Libraries, homes, presses have gone 
down in the masses of rubble where 
clean and ordered cities once stood. The 
World Council of Churches is provid- 
ing European pastors with American 
modernist books, and I recall noticing 
in Dr. Barstow’s office at the Federal 
Council a big pile of the modernist 
quarterly Christendom, which had beer 
collected for European readers. 


Good News Publishers of Chicago have 
made a name for. quality of publications 
and business efficiency. Their president, 
Clyde Dennis, has been in Europe look- 
ing over the situation, and has con- 
cluded that a printing plant‘and dis- 
tributing center in Switzerland would be 
of strategic value at this time when Eu- 
rope is open to the Gospel. 

“Upon my desk now,” he writes, “are 
tentative orders for eight million pieces 
of tracts and Scripture portions for dis- 
tribution in Europe this spring. Dis- 
tributors in Holland, Belgium, France, 
Germany, Poland, and Czechoslovakia 
say their requirements will run into mil. 
lions of pieces. Swiss Christians are 
unable to get printing and binding done.” 
One Swiss printing plant has orders for 
eight years in advance! 

A sum of $24,000 is needed to purchase 
American machinery, a linotype ma- 
chine, automatic press, composing room, 


and. binding equipment, an inventory. 


of paper and ink, transportation for 
machinery as well as for a European 


director and printing director and his 


wife. A master-printer in the Good 
News Publishers plant has volunteered. 
If this plant can be assembled and sent 
to’ Switzerland,’ Swiss Christiang offer 
a central location, rent free, for its op- 


. traveling expenses. 


‘January 17-7947 


eration, together with living accommo- 
dations for the plant manager. 

Mr. Dennis can well ask for co-opera- 
tion. Every dollar contributed will go 
for the work. He himself has “an in- 
dependent income from a moderately 
successful business in Chicago.” As 
president and treasurer of Good News 
Publishers he receives no salary nor does 
he use any of its funds for personal or 
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Jesus Himself never used the word 
“religion.”—-Not once! Paul identified 
it with his own early fanaticism and 
cruelty: “I persecuted the church of 
God, and wasted it: and profited in the 
Jews’ religion”; also, with traditional- 
ism of the worst sort, “After the most 
straitest sect. of our religion I lived a 
Pharisee.” James contrasted religious 
ritual, threskia, with the pure faith 
which included separation from the 
world with all its religions. 

But open your concordance tuo “salva- 
tion,” “save,” and cogriate forms. Column 
after column! Christianity is not “re- 
ligion,” it is salvation. Yet in number 
after number of the file of Christendom, 
salvation is never mentioned, and for 
that matter, Christ but rarely. — 

Here is the error-ful and deadly di- 
gression and deviation of the time— 
from salvation to “religion.” And this 
it is which is being sent to the pastors 
and libraries of France and Germany 
by the American branch of the World 
Council of Churches. As if European 
churches had not been dosed with it, not 
to say doused in it, for two centuries! 


The Pacific School of Religion illus- 
trates this error in its own official name 
and in its teaching. Prof. J. W. Buck- 
ham of its faculty says in “The Gospel, 
the Church, and Society”: 

“Increasing knowledge of human so- 
ciety and of other religions ... has 
taught us that men have been saved 
long before Jesus came and far outside 
the scope of the historical Gospel” (p. 
19). « 

Certainly not in the sense of the an- 
gelic announcement, “Thou shalt call his 
name JESUS: for he shall save his peo- 
ple from their sins.” Salvation began 
on the night of Bethlehem. 

Before laying down a categorical state- 
ment, terms should be defined. What 
is the meaning of “Saviour” and “sal- 
vation” in such a statement as the fol- 
lowing? 

“The spirit which became manifest 
in Jesus was working in the hearts of 
men since the dawn of human history. 
Clearly Socrates, whom Paul Shorey 
called ‘the second religious figure in 


history,’ was saved.” 


Saved from what? His adulteries and 
other vulgarities? Certainly he was not! 

“Confucius was in some sense savior 
of China as he could not have béen were 
he not saved himself.” ~ 

Does anybody think of idolatrous, Ge- 
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mon-possessed, poverty-stricken, opium- 
cursed, war-torn, superstitious China as 
“saved”? 


The temper of “Christendom,” which 
the Federal Council is shipping to Ger- 
man parsonages, can be illustrated by 
an article by Prof. C. C. McCown, also 
of the Pacific School of Religion (spring 
of 1940, p. 230).. He writes: 

“We know too little about Jesus to 
base our faith on the Gospel records. 
... The record of Jesus’ life is entirely 
secondhand and in many points untrust- 
worthy. .. . The Fundamentalist theory 
of the finality of the Biblical revelation 
ean be satisfying to no person who 
thinks.” 

“Criticism which denies to Jesus and 
credits to apostolic faith such immodest 
claims as appear in the Fourth Gospel 
atid in the Johannine sayings such as 
‘Come unto me’ and ‘No man knoweth 
the Son but the Father and no man 
knoweth the Father but the Son,’ aids 
rather than destroys faith. Interpreta- 
tion which poirits out and explains the 
contemporary elements in the story, its 
ancient superstitions, Oriental exagger- 
ations and Jewish narrowness, only 
allows the true character of Jesus to 
stand out in a clearer and more attrac- 
tive light” (p. 246). 

In his “The Search for the Real Jesus,” 
Professor McCown says on page 256: 
“The Occidental who would understand 
Jesus must put himself .. . into the at- 
mosphere of the Arabian Nights... . 
Since we do not know Jesus’ views, mis- 
taken idolatry cannot elevate them into 
laws for his followers.” 


Crozer Seminary, in a circular of some 
years ago, boasted of its grip on the 
foreign mission field and the machinery 
of the Northern Baptist Convention. 
“Its graduates are in Burma, China, 
Korea, Japan, India, the Congo, the 
Philippines. They are principals or head 
mistresses of educational institutions at 
Nellore, Hyderabad, Hurmool,, Ningpo, 
El Salvador, in Central Philippine 
College, Yunnan University, Peiping 
Women’s Medical College. They are pro- 
fessors of Bible,' Religion, Homiletics, 
Philosophy and Psychology, Sociology, 
and Social Sciences.” 

These. “missionaries” appear to work 
chiefly in schools. They are not evange- 
lists. They are “training leaders,” and 
indeed Crozer seeks to attract converts 
from the mission field to be indoctrin- 
ated and sent back. Thus it offers fel- 
lowships to students in China and else- 
where for study at Crozer. 

What do they teach them? This is 
broadly intimated by Professor Enslin, 
who teaches the New Testament at 
Crozer, or perhaps we might say what 
the New Testament does not teach. Pro- 
fessor Enslin was trained in the Unitarian 
Divinity School at Harvard and has been 
described as “an 18th century deist.” 
Certainly he does not believe in a 
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prayer-answering God. To him the u 
terances of Biblical writers “are no 
final or necessarily true. They are their 
opinions and the product of their out- 
look on life,” not in any sense the Word 
of God. “The fact that Jesus and early 
Christians held this view fof His Sec- 
ond Coming] is no reason for us to be- 
lieve it correct.” 

The Holy. Spirit’s guidance is but a 
figure of speech. When Paul was forbid- 
den to speak in Asia, Luke says it was 
because of the Spirit’s intervention. “I 
[Prof. Enslin] should be inclined to in- 
terpret this failure as due to the activity 
and prejudice of the frontier police.” 

“To me the whole basic concept of 
this holy history with its altogether God, 
its special revelation of salvation, its 
chosen people, its supernaturally in- 
spired prophets, its demands for faith 
in contrast to reason is meaningless. In 
contrast to the divine plan of salvation 
I can see but one solid foundation and 
hope, man’s brave and undaunted effort 
through the ages to save himself from 
ills and to turn them into blessings” 
(Christian Century, April 10, 1946). 

Operations of this Crozer type help to 
explain the revolt of Northern Baptist 
churches and their organization of a 
new Conservative Missionary Society to 
which many churches now adhere. The 
old society has not opened new fields 
for years; the new one is interested 
chiefly in pioneering new ones. 


In these days we have been much con- 
cerned about sufferers in prison camps, 
and it is interesting to learn that it has 
been a problem of Christians in the past. 
In the Methodist Recorder, an account 
is given of John Wesley’s intervention 
in behalf of French soldiers taken pris- 
oners in the Seven Years’ War. There 
was a prison camp near Bristol, and 
ugly rumors were circulating regarding 
dirt, crowding, and poor food. Wesley 
was cheered in spirit to be able to “clear 
the honor of the English nation” after 
a committee appointed by him had made 
an investigation and found conditions 
relatively good. 

But there was one exception: “A great 
part of these men are almost naked, 
and winter is coming on them in a cold 
prison and a colder climate than most 
of them have been accustomed to.” 

So he preached at Bristol on Exodus 
23:9, “Thou shalt not oppress a stranger,” 
and a generous contribution was made 

be spent on materials. These were 
made up into shirts, waistcoats, and 
breeches, the labor being provided partly 
by poor women at current rates and 
partly by well-to-do volunteers. This 
provided a waistcoat and two shirts to 
everyone who was remanded from the 
hospital to the prison, and the remainder 
were distributed among the most needy. 

Wesley further appealed to the pub- 
lic at large, writing to the newspapers. 

As a Consequence he was able to record 
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in his journal, “The Corporation of Bris- 
tol sent a large quantity of mattresses 
and blankets, and it was not long be- 
fore contributions were set on foot at 
London and in various parts of the 
kingdom, so that, I believe, from this 
time they were pretty well provided 
with all the necessities of life.” 

The prisoners sent him a grateful let- 
ter for his intervention. From then on, 
Wesley kept his eye on prisoners of 
war as well as on the inmates of state 
prisons. Twenty years later he inspected 
a camp in Winchester where 4,500 
French pfisoners of the war of American 
Independence were confined, and founc 
the food good and abundant. 

One should remember with this 
Oliver Cromwell’s collection ordered in 
churches throughout England in behalf 
of the persecuted and famished Wal- 
denses in the French and Italian Alps. 


There are 15,000 pagan Iroquois in 
Western New York who in their “Long 
House” practice a composite cult largely 
framed for them by a “revealer” by the 
name of Handsomé Lake. The Old and 
New Testaments they consider intended 
for other people than themselves. At 
every ceremonial service, sections of the 
teaching of their “revealer” are recited 
—in all, a body of 130 commandments, 
warnings, and examples. There appear 
to be traces of Christian tradition in 
their cult. Thus one of the four minor 
spiritual agencies appointed by the Cre- 
ator to rule the cosmos is called the 
Fatherless Boy, at points identifiable 
with Jesus. To him they ascribe the 
mission of teaching the Creator’s pur- 


.pose, a mission in which he was rejected 


and slain by evil people in another part 
of the world, to return at last to his own 
people, the Indians. 

A flattering account of this “religion” 
was published some time since in the 
Crozer Quarterly, organ of the seminary 
of that name. It was printed by the 
Judson Press, which, as all know, is 
named after the great apostle to Burma, 
and is the press of the American Bap- 
tist Publication Society. The writer, an 
anthropologist of standing, took pains to 
lighten the dark side of the cult: “They 
do not gamble in the Long House, but 
rather perform a gaming ceremony by 
the command of the Creator, in their 
belief, by which the losers are the 
gainers of spiritual benefits as though 
‘by sacrifice.” He thinks the cult should 
be recognized as “a Christian discipline.” 
Of Christian evangelism among them, 
however, he cannot speak too slightingly. 
It is but “a warfare of denominations in 
the scramble for converts. Mission 
church membership (is) dominated by 
enthusiasts whose motives are open to 
suspicion of sincerity and to sham. pro- 
fessions of social brotherhood.” In short, 
it is “racket evangelism.” 

The editor of the Crozer Quarterly is 
Professor Enslin, who teaches New Tes- 
tament in Crozer Seminary. Of this 






(3 
et 


AT 
= . 


a 


Bee) 


=e 


Rr At LS Oe 


Se TT 


; 
rs 
¥ 







ate a 


as 


* 


coy eee te 


Sash, ¢ 


See a 


air Glia ie ~ 


> raps 


or ae Re 


f. 
fet 





yg RES 


et ee 


Bone aie ee 








32 (8) * 


exarnple of anthropological religious ex- 
position he says: “Professor Speck’s 
article should prove of interest to those 
who find it increasingly difficult to sing 
with entire abandon, ‘ 
Shall we, whose souls are lighted 
With wisdom from on high, 
Shall we to men benighted 
The lamp of life deny?” 

Which, I suppose, implies that the 
Iroquois need no Christian instruction. 
Crozer Seminary claims to be a leading 
feeder of mission school teachers to the 
American Baptist Foreign Missionary 
Society. 


In the Southern Presbyterian Church 
is a growing protest against union with 
the Ndtthern Church, and this has found 
recent expression in a Covenant of Loy- 
alty and Prayer which is being widely 
signed. It reads: 


“1. Humbled by the recognition of the 
presence of error and sin in our Church 
and our share of responsibility therefor, 


we dedicate ourselves to the task of re- 


building our Church, pure in doctrine, 
in life, and uncompromising witness to 
the saving power of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

“2. We affirm our loyalty to the fol- 
lowing convictions: (a) The entire 
trustworthiness of the Word of God, the 
only infallible rule of faith and practice; 
(b) ‘The Westminster Confession of 
Faith and Catechisms as containing the 
system of doctrine taught in the Holy 
Scriptures; (c) The full deity of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, involving the fact of 
His virgin birth, His substitutionary 
atonement to satisfy divine justice, His 
mighty works and miracles as recorded 
in the New Testament, His bodily resur- 
rection, and His sure return in power 
and glory. 

“3. We are opposed at present to or- 
ganic union with the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States 6f America 
because there is a marked difference’ in 
the two churches as to the interpreta- 
tion and administration of the standards. 

“4. We covenant to stand for these 
principles and to pray daily, and espe- 
cially every Saturday night, for the out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit upon our 
Church in a mighty revival.” 


The Prairie Bible Institute of Alberta 
is known as a great and useful institu- 
tion. In Saskatehewan, at Caron, is the 
Briercrest Bible Institute, which, in ten 
years, has trained hundreds of- young 
people. It was founded by Mr. W. L. 
Whittaker, a businessman of Saskatche- 
wan and former member of the pro- 
vincial legislature. Now a great forwatd 
step is under way. The Caron airport, 
comprising 640 acres and many kinds ef 
buildings which cost a million ddéllafs 
to construct, has been sold by the War 
Assets Corporation for $50,000. The plan 
is to. use this property for the Bible 
institute, a Christian boarding scheol - 


‘direction of ‘the hierarchy. 
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for young peoplé, and other develop- 
ments; also for summer conferences, as 
it is very accessible by the main line of 
the C. P. R, and by No. 1 Highway... Mr. 
Whittaker is described in the Evangel- 
ical Christian as one seized with the 
tremendous need of the times for world- 
wide evangelism and with the convic- 
tion that the sands of time are running 
out for this age. 


The French-Canadian statesman, M. 
Bouchard, who is leading within the 
church the fight against clericalism, has 
found official co-operation. In Le 
Clarion, he prints a summary of a book 
by a prominént Dominican, Father 
Gaudrault, entitled, “Neutrality, Inter- 
Confessionalism, and the People’s School 
of Social Study.” This surprising book 
bears the permission to print of the 
Archbishop of Montreal. 

The Ecole Sociale Populaire (People’s 
School of Social Studies); he explains, 
is a Jésuit propaganda agency, the re- 
ligious wing of the army of antiliberal 
politicians and separatists who would 
make ah independent French Catholic 
state of Quebec. It would isolate French 
workmen in Fténch labor unions and in 
co-operatives. 

But this Dominican writer opposes 
such. -segregations. He insists that 
French Catholics can work with non- 
Catholics in these. areas. without im- 
periling their souls’ eternal salvation.,He 
comes to the defense of Father Levesque, 
dean of Economics in Laval University, 


-whorh the Jesuits are attacking for sup- 


porting co-operation of men in all re- 
ligious' groups. He insists that this 
exaggerated churchism and this interfer- 
ence of priests in matters of finance, 
trade; and economics is imprudent. 

“It wearies large numbers of men who 
are good Catholics but feel ‘they are 
treated as minors, kept in tutelage. They 
want more air. When the protest comes 
from men of the Catholic Action one 
realizes how far the malady has spread. 
Some day they will break out. They 
insist that Catholic Action was to be 
an apostolate ef the laity under the 
But the 
hierarchy have such fear of the laity 
that it-has- become a ‘substitution of 
clergy for laity. ‘Our initiatives are 
discouraged.’ 

“Anticlericalism is, as a resul t, de- 


’ veloping tapidly, especially in Montreal. 


A faithful Catholic, who goes in all cir- 


_¢lés, said to me lately, ‘Father, you don’t 


Know what they are everywhere say- 
ing, What is boiling in the pot. They 
talk freély to-mé, ahd the clergy would 
be frightened if they heard what good 
Catholies a?e saying. Only a good op- 
portunity and it will bréak out in full 


“day.” And this in all ranks of society. 


“In Quebec Province they accuse the 


‘cletgy of being a ‘Trust, ‘of trying to lay 


hands oi -evérything:--Where the laity 
cah conduet their affairs wisely and with 
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competence according to the principles 
of Christian morality, why introduce 
everywhere the confessional note? Why 
regiment men into groups of Catholic 
lawyers, Catholic physicians? Why in- 
sist that Catholics should associate with 
Catholics only in banking and business 
enterprises?” 

Why, indeed? That this quarantine 
is widely resented probably explains 
why the Archbishop of Montreal has 
given Father Gaudrault permission to 
publish his book. It may be that the 
bow is being bent to the breaking. 


Personal.—Dr. L. Nelson Bell has, for 
a quarier of a century, been head of the 
great Southern Presbyterian Hospital at 
Tsing Kiang Pu, China, which. handles 
150,000 patients yearly. A great surgeon, 
he has also been an active evangelist, 
preaching on street corners and in jails 
as well as in his hospital. Now, on 
furlough, he has the second largest sur- 
gical practice in Asheville, N. C., and 
is associate editor and secretary-treas- 
urer of the Southern Presbyterian Jour- 
nal, a publication with 8,000 paid sub- 
subscribers, founded to defend the 
evangelical faith in Southern ‘Presbyte- 
rianism. 

An account of the ministry of John 
Ferguson appears in His. Mr. Ferguson, 
son of a Plymouth Brethren evangelist, 
graduated from the University of Michi- 
gan and practiced law successfully, even 
before the Supreme Court. The death 
of a greatly loved wife led to years of 
depression which was finally overcome 
by prayer and Bible study. He deter- 
mined to dedicate his life to Christian 
testimony, and began by distributing 
tracts across the country. He was 
amazed at the eager reception experi- 
enced, and he started publishing. . At 
Fort Dix he met the chaplain officer in 
charge of 155 other chaplains minister- 
ing to 750,000 men, and within a few 
weeks requests for quarter million 
tracts came to him. en, all unsolic- 
ited, the Chief of Chaplains of the 
armed forces officially endorsed the dis- 
tribution of Ferguson's tracts, and be- 
fore long 85 per cent of all Army chap- 
lains had written for supplies. One 
overseas chaplain reported, “I could 
show you a stack of letters a foot high 
from men who have been brought. to 
Christ as a result of reading the tracts,” 

This great enterprise has been con- 
tinued in war-prisoners camps during the 
past three years. Now it is being extended 
to the foreign mission field. Two huh- 
dred thousand tracts have been sent>to 
Japan, fifty thousand copies of “God’s 
Way of Salvation,” by A. Marshall, to 
France, and 100,000 booklets to Germany. 
Other literature in Russian, Spanish, 
Korean, Chinese, Ukrainian, and Pelish 
is being sent to civilian population. 

Mr. Ferguson spends hours in prayer 
and often prays long into the night. .He 
believes the literature work God has 
committed to him is just beginning. 
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LESSON 4. JANUARY 26. JESUS AND THE WOMAN AT THE WELL 


(JESUS CROSSES RACIAL BOUNDARIES) 
‘ John 4:1-42, printed text, verses 4-10, 27-30, 39-42 
Golden Text.—Whosoever drinketh of the water thet | shall give him shall never thirst.—John 4:14 


Kryc James Version 

John 4:4 And he must needs go through Samaria. 

5 Then cometh he to a city of Samaria, which is called Sychar, 
near to the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. 

6 Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied 
with his journey, sat thus on the well: and it was about the 
sixth hour. 

7 There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus 
saith unto her, Give me to drink. 

8 (For his disciples were gone away unto the city to buy meat.) 

9 Then saith the woman of unto him, How is it that 
thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a woman 
of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans. 

10 Jesus answered and said ‘unto her, If thou knewest the gift 
ef God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou 
wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee 
living water. 

27 And upon this came his disciples, and marvelled that he 
taiked with the woman: yet no man said, What seekest thou? 
or, Why talkest thou with her? 


28 The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way into 
the city, and saith to the men, 


29 Come... see a man, Fh aa told me all things that ever 
I did: is not this the Christ 


30 Then they went out ra the city, and came unto him. 


39 And many of the Samaritans of that city believed on him 
for the saying of the woman, which testified, He told me all 
that ever I did. ' 


40 So when the Samaritans were come unto him, they besought 
him that he would tarry with them: and he .abode there two 
days. 

41 And many more believed because of his own. word; 

42 And said unto the woman, Now we believe, not because 
of thy saying: for we have heard him ourselves, and know that 
this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world. 

The 


International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International. Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permisson. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
"By H. A. Ironside, Lit.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


UR Lord in the days of His flesh 
O was the master soul-winner. He 
dealt with no two persons alike, 
but teok into consideration the special 
circumstances of each case. In this, as 
in all else, He is an example for us. We 
are too apt, in our attempts to win men 
and women to Christ, to cgnfine our- 
selves to some one approved method 
which we may have found successful in 
one case and so we would apply it to all. 
But the Lord Jesus took each one ac- 
cording to the state in which He found 
him. It was to a doctor of the Law that 
He gave the imperative declaratién, “Ye 
must be born again.” To the poor, sin- 
ful woman at the well, for so long the 
victim of unsatisfied lusts and longings, 
He told of living water that would 
quench the thirst of her soul and give 
her life eternal. 

As He journeyed northward from 
Judea to go into Gelilee, “He rnust needs 
go through Samaria,” rather than to 
take the road genérally used by ortho- 
dox Jews,-across Jordan and up through 
Perea, thus avoiding any contact with 
the hated and despised Samaritans. He 
had an appointment with a needy soul 
(though she knew it not) and so He 
could take no other route. He waited 
for her at Sychar’s well, and when she 

He so dealt with her as to over- 
come her prejudices and to awaken her 
conscience in order that He might give 


her that water of which He had spoken 


te Nicodemus, when He told of being 
born of water and of the Spirit. It is 
a delightful unfolding of the grace of 


God to an anxious soul that is presented 
to us in this chapter. 


The Historical Setting 


After meeting with rejection and un- 
belief among the Jews in Jerusalem, 
the Lord Jesus started back to Galilee. 


Passing up through Samaria He rested - 


at the well of Sychar, where this inter- 
view took place. Sychar is near thé 
ancient Shechem, now called Nablus. 
The event took place shortly after the 
Passover season, in the spring of A.D. 27. 


Verse by Verse 

John 4:4.—‘*He must needs*go through 
Samaria.” Ordinarily, the prejudiced 
Jew, who detested the Samaritans, would 
take an altogether different route to 
pass from Judea to Galilee. Fording the 
Jordan east of Jericho, he went north- 
ward and entered Galilee from Perea, 
just south of the Sea of Galilee. But 
the Lord Jesus Christ had an appoint- 
ment to meet. He knew that a poor 
sinner was to be reached that day and 
He could not take any other route. 

Verse 5—“The parcel of ground that 
Jacob gave to his son Joseph.” 
was close to Sychar. We read of it in 
Genesis 33:19 and 48:22. It was there 
the bones of Joseph were buried (Josh. 
24: 32). 

Verse 6—“Jesus ... wearied with his 
journey.” How this emphasizes the true 
humanity of our Lord. As man He be- 
came tired. As the eternal God He 
never was weary (Isa. 40:28). 

Verse 7.—“Give me to drink.” In order 
to win the confidence of the Samaritan 
woman Jesus took the place of a sup- 
pliant and asked a favor of her, which 
amazed her, accustomed, as she was, to 


the scornful attitude of the Jews toward 
people of her nationality and religion. 

Verse 8—“His disciples were gone 
away.” This interview was in sacred 
confidence between Christ and a sinner. 
No other human ear heard what went 
on that day, but the Holy Spirit has 
recorded it for our instruction. 

Verse 9.—“How is it that thou, being 
a Jew, askest drink of me.. 
of Samaria?” The explanation of her 
surprise is given in the last part of the 
verse, For centuries there had been bit- 
ter strife between these two groups. 

Verse 10.—“If thou knewest the gift 
of God, and who it is—.” Note the two 
things breught out here. The gift of 
God is eternal life (Rom. 6:23). He 
who sat by the well was the Son of God, 
the embodiment of that life. To know 
Him is to: possess eternal life. 

Verse 27.—“His disciples . . . marvelled 
that he talked with the woman.” They 
could not understand why the Lord 
Jesus should take such an interest in a 
characterless Samaritan who, they felt, 
had no claim on Him as the Messiah of 
Israel (John 1:49). 


Verse 28.—“The woman then left her 
w@terpot, and went .. . into the. city.” 
Her soul satisfied, she seemed to forget 
the thirst of the body, and hastened to 
tell’ of Jesus. 

Verse 29.—“Come, see a man... is 
not this the Christ?” The Samaritans, 
too, expected Messiah to come. Con- 
vinced by the way Jesus had revealed 
the hidden evil of her life, the woman 
endeavored to bring others to know 
Him as the one for whom they waited. 


Verse 30—“They went out ... and 
came unto him.” Her testimony drew 
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these men to Jesus. This is God’s method 
of making known His grace—one re- 
deemed soul becomes His messenger to 
other needy ones. 

Verse 39.—“Many . . . believed on him 
for the saying of the woman.” She had 
become a real evangelist, a messenger 
of good tidings, and God honored her 
testimony by making it the means of 
leading these men to trust in the Lord 
Jesus ist for themselves. 

Verse 40.—“They besought him that he 
would tarry with them.” Having be- 
lieved on Him, they desired to entertain 
Him and to learn more from Him. All 
racial prejudice had now disappeared 
and Jesus Christ was welcomed by those 
who might otherwise havé refused to 
give Him any recognition. 

Verse 41.—“Many more believed.” As 
He taught in the Samaritan city many 
others received the Word in faith and 
believed on Him as Messiah and Saviour. 

Verse 42.—“We have heard . . . and 
know that this is indeed the Christ, the 
Saviour of the world.” This was a won- 
derful confession, antedating that of 
Peter (Matt. 16:16) by many months. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The love of God is bounded by no 
racial or national lines. His heart goes 
out to all men; and He gave His Son to 
redeem every sinner who will trust Him. 
The Lord Jesus Christ delights to reveal 
Himself to every honest, seeking soul. 
His grace is extended to the outcast as 
well as to the moral and religious. The 
need is the same in each case and the 
salvation He came to bring is applicable 
to sinners of every kind and degree. To 
appropriate, there must be simple faith 
in His Word. 


Lesson Outline 

A Suvwer Becomes an EvANGELIST 
1. The waiting Saviour (John 4:4-6) 
2. The needy sinner (v. 7a) 
3. Winning her confidence (vs., 7b-10) 
4. The-offer of eternal life (vs. 11-14) 
5. Probing the conscience (vs. 15-19) 
6. The sinner won (vs. 20-26) 
7. A messenger to others (vs. 27-30) 
8. A gracious response (vs. 39-42) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Jesus the Master Personal Worker. 
Note the perfection of the method of 
Jesus in dealing with this poor, sinful 
woman. He first undertook to win her 
heart, to free her fram prejudice and 
to lead her to have confidence in His 
kindly interest in her. Then when this 
was accomplished He sought to reach her 
conscience, to give her to realize the 
sinfulness of her life. When she ex- 
claimed, “I perceive that thou art a 
prophet;” it was just another way of 
saying, “Thou hast probed my very soul. 
I realize that I am a sinner.” This is 
repentance, She was then ready to re- 
ceive the revelation of His grace. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
3. January 19.—Jesus Interviewed by 
pT ee eee ee ae John 5 
Next Week’s Lesson 


5. February 2.—Jesus the Giver of 
Life ....John 4:43 to 5:47; 11:1 to 12:11 








Summaries and Applications 


Religious prejudice, such as existed 
between the Jews and the Samaritans, 
is one of the most difficult conditions to 
meet and overcome. 


We need not expect to be able to win 
people to Christ if we maintain an atti- 
tude of fancied superiority toward them. 
We need to recognize the truth that “there 
is no difference,” for all are alike sin- 
ners needing a Savidur (Rom. 3:22, 23). 


It is useless attempting to open up 
the riches of God’s grace to one who has 
not come to see the sinfulness of his 
life and realized the corruption of his 
own heart. 


When a soul is saved, he delights to 
make Christ known to others, and men 
are quick to understand the testimony of 
a changed life, which means far more 
than mere words. 

The Samaritans had built a temple on 
Mt. Gerizim, ‘where the Law had been 
promulgated (Josh. 8:33) and where the 
blessings were pronounced on those who 
should obey it. The Jews, who wor- 
shiped in the Temple at Jerusalem, 
looked upon the Samaritan sanctuary as 
a mere imitation, and the center of a 
false religious system. 

God, who is Spirit, dwells not in tem- 
ples made with hands, but is nigh to 
every contrite soul and delights to wel- 
come every penitent sinner who comes 
to Him in the all-availing name of Jesus 
Christ. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay 


HAT barriers did our Lord break 
through to speak to the Samaritan 
woman? 


2. Can you discern three stages in our 
Lord’s dealing with this woman? 


3. Did Jesus have any purpose beyond 
the of His own thirst when He 
asked this woman for a drink? 


4. What special wisdom is Gayeiie in 
our Lord’s opening request? 


5. What is our Lord’s second step in deal- 
ing with the woman? 


6. What is the psychological strength of 
our Lord’s statement in verses 18 and 14? 


7. What was our Lord’s purpose in tell- 
ing the woman to bring her husband? 


’ 8. Do you think Jesus actually recited this 
woman's history to her? 


9. Why does Scripture specify that the 
woman left her waterpot? 


10. What evidence did the woman give of 
a work of grace in her soul? + 


(Answers on page 38) 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith to Boys and Girls 


HIS incident of the Lord Jesus Christ 
talking to the woman at the well 
about the “living water” furnishes a 
striking example of personal work in 


soul-winning; and it is by no means too. 


mature a subject to discuss with you 
boys and girls. 

I know a‘boy only ten years old who 
won his pal, also aged ten, to Christ, 
and I know of other similar instances. 
I know a girl who at the age of nine 
won her schoolteacher to Christ, just 
by simply asking her to take Him for 
her Saviour. Just that simple. And 
many other instances where winsome- 
ness and earnestness on the part of 
young people have been used of God to 
do this most vital service. I know a 
twelve-year-old boy in North Carolina 
and another of the same age in Arkan- 
sas, both of whom won their own fathers 
to Jesus Christ. If young fellows like 
these can win souls, why not older boys 
and girls—or on up to any age—be 
instruments in the Lord’s hands to do 
that very thing? 

There is a mistaken idea that only 
preachers or devout Bible scholars can 
do this work; that it is something to 
be done on Sunday at church: that it 
is a very complicated process requiring 
long years of training. Let’s see about 
this woman at the well who left her 
waterpot there and ran into the village 
to tell what she had learned about Jesus. 
She certainly was not a preacher or a 
Sunday school teacher, and it was not 
on a Sabbath. On the contrary, she was 
a notorious sinner up to the very day 
on which she was used of the Holy Spirit 
to win a whole village:to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. And they begged the Lord Christ 
to come and stay with them, and He did 
remain with them for two whole days. 
My, what a time they must have had! 


So what did this woman do to bring 
about such a revolution in her home 
town? There was not much she could 
do, but she did that. She was not ‘spe- 
cially equipped to be an evangelist, but 
she had her feet and she had her tongue, 
and she used both of them with all haste 
and enthusiasm. Nor was she without 
handicaps— two at least. Her waterpot 
and her bad reputation. She left her 
waterpot at the well with the Lord Jesus 
so she could run without hindrance, and 
I think that in a very real sense she left 
her bad reputation there, too, at the feet 
of her new Master and Lord. 

It is not easy to go on such a mission, 
with handicaps like that. The waterpot 
represents our daily employment, per- 
haps contracts or engagements.. There 
are times when todo this particular 
service we have to set them down, lay 
them aside at least temporarily, in order 


to have a free hand. The woman had 


gone out to the well to get water— 
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necessary water—but suddenly some- 
thing else loomed up with more impor- 
tance. She left her waterpot with Jesus. 
It is often the only way we can deal with 
such a handicap. Leave it with Jesus; 
He will take care of it, do not fear. 
But the other thing would be even more 
difficult: one’s bad reputation. 


I am prompted (by the Holy Spirit!) 
to speak to one about Jesus Christ. That 
one knows what a sinner I am— what 
a sinner I have been. That one will 
laugh at me and say, “Physician, heal 
thyself.” It would be mortifying. This 
is where pride comes in. Pride keeps 
more Christians from soul-winning than 
any other one thing. It adds its terrific 
weight to the bad reputation and makes 
the handicap well nigh crushing; in- 
deed, quite crushing in many cases. 
What did the woman do about that? 
Well, she left. both her bad reputation 
and her pride at the feet of Jesus. He 
could take care of that, too, and He did. 
She then, rid of her handicaps, became 
feet and voice for the Spirit. Is it any 
wonder that the men of Sychar were 


. startled into a sense that there was 


reality in what she was saying, as she 
cried: “Come, see a man, which told me 
all things that ever I did: is not this the 
Christ?” Is it any wonder that they lost 
no time getting out there to the well 
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to see this wonderful man for them- 
selves? 

And need we be surprised at the state- 
ment that when they came into His pres- 
ence, His power touched them so that 
they believed on Him, “and said unto 
the woman, Now we believe, not because 
of thy saying: for we have heard him 
ourselves, and know that this is indeed 
the Christ, the Saviour of the world.” 


Greenssoro, N. C. 


From the Platform: 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Heavenly Father, who hast made of 
one blood all nations of. men and dost 
desire that all should, seek Thee, we 
thank Thee for the open way into Thy 
presence that has been made for us by 
the Lord Jesus. We thank Thee that by 
His death He has redeemed men out of 
every tribe and tongue and people and 


nation, and that through the Gospel’ 


Thou wouldst have. peoples and realms 
of every tongue dwell on Thy love with 
sweet accord. Help us today to see what 
a debt we owe to the missionaries who 
brought the Gospel to our forefathers 
long ago, and help us to understand that 


POISONING THE WELL 





‘o 


“Not by works of right- 
eousness which We have 
done, but according to 
his mercy hath he saved 
us, by the washing of re- 
generation, and renewin 
of the Holy Ghost,whic 
he shed (lit. poured out)on 
us abundantly through 
Jesus Christ our. Seviour 
itus 3;5,6. 
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Christ died to be the Saviour of the 
world, that red and yellow, black and 
white, all are precious in Thy sight. 
Show us those opportunities that lie right 
at our doors to make the Saviour of the 
world known to people from all corners 
of the world, and help us to use those 
opportunities wisely and well. Let the 
love that led Thee to give us Thy Son, 
and led Him to go to the cross, live in 
our hearts that we may love all people 
because Christ died for all. Bless to us 
our study of Thy Word today, and may 
it bear good fruit in our lives, for Christ 
our Saviour’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—What surprised peo- 
ple we find in our lesson today! The 
woman at the well was surprised that 
our Lord, a Jew, should speak to her, 
a Samaritan. The disciples were sur- 
prised that their Master should talk to 
a woman — Jewish rabbis would not do 
so—tand a Samaritan woman at ‘that! 
The Jews, you see, looked down on Sa- 
maritans as half-breeds and heretics. 
They avoided them because they were 
neither of pure Jewish descent nor of 
pure Jewish faith. Race and religion 
But our 
Lord saw in the, Samaritan woman a 
sinner needing a Saviour, and before 
long she saw herself as a sinner and the 
Lord Jesus as the Saviour she needed. 


Do you find it bard to like people of 
different color, different descent, or dif- 
ferent religion from yours? Do you join 
others on the school ground, or in the 
street in teasing and vexing the colored 
youngster, the Chinese, the European, or 
the Jew? It happens all too often, and 
when we get older dnd drop children’s 
open friendliness, we still hold aloof, very 
often, from people who are not just “our 
kind.” 

But this is so unlike our Lord. He 
saw, beneath outward distinctions of 
race, language, and religion, the human 
soul, made in God’s likeness. Sin has 
spoiled that likeness, but it can be re- 
stored by the Saviour. But today He 
needs help to get at such people. He 
needs our feet to go to them, our hands 
to help them, our lips to speak to ‘them, 
our friendliness to win them. The Sa- 
maritans discovered in our Lord the 
Saviour of the world. Are we helping 
in making Him known to all peoples of 
the world or are we hindering? We 
can help by our missionary gifts. We 
can help by going to some faraway peo- 
ple with the Gospel, if God calls us. But 
let us not forget those Italians on the 
next street, that colored family across 
the tracks, those folk who live in China. 
town. A good place to begin to be a 
“foreign” missionary is right here at 
home. 

But before the Lord can get at these 
other people through us, He must get 
into us. To this woman He said, “Give 
me to drink.” But all the time He wanted 
to give Himself to her as her Saviour. 
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And to us He says, “Give me your heart.” 
But all the time He wants to give Himself 
to us. And when we do give Him our 
heart, He takes it to give Himself to us. 
He becomes in us a fountain of true sat- 
isfaction and joy, “living water” indeed, 
satisfying our hearts where the pleasures 
of earth had left them thirsty. 





CHRIST IS 
LIVING Warr 
FOR ALL THE ORLD 











Let us drink ourselves, and then point 
others to Him. 


Hoiiysurn, B. C., Can. 
bd 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow ‘ 


Topic and Scripture: 
The Woman at the Well 
(John 4:7-10, 19-21, 24, 28-30) 


NEED several helpers this morning 

to start the story. (Pass slips of paper 
to volunteers, or put the questions on 
the blackboard.) 

1, Show on the map where the story 
happens (John 4:3-5). 

2.-What was the Lord Jesus doing? 
(v. 6.) 

3. What were the disciples doing? (v. 
8.) 

4. What was a woman doing? (v. 7.) 

Permit time for answers to be found 
if the lesson is not prepared. Then each 
volunteer may read his question and give 
the answer. 

Now, Robert and Clarice will read the 
conversation between the Lord and this 
foreigner. (vs. 7, 9-26. These two will 
need previous appointment and prac- 
tice.) 

Last, I need four volunteers to finish 
the story. (Again use slips with ques- 
tions.) 

1, What did the woman do? (vs. 28, 
29.) 

2. What did the disciples do? (v. 31.) 

3..What did the people of the city do? 
(vs. 30, 40, 41.) 

4, What did the Lord Jesus do? (v. 40.) 
Next, we have two things to think about. 
First, read to yourself verse 20. The 
woman’s question meant: Which is the 
right church — ours in Samaria or yours 
in Jerusalem? As we might say — the 
Congregational or the Baptist (use your 
church and a neighboring denomination. 
Be careful to select one that is a real 
Christian church.) Now read the Lord’s 
answer in verses 23, 24. Does it make 
any difference which church you walk 
- your body into — provided, of course, that 
it is a church that believes and teaches 
God’s Word? You may fold your hands, 
sit very quietly, and bow your head— 
yet, can you worship God with your 
body? Can you worship God if you 
haven’t been born into His spirit fam- 
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ily? No, you must be born again. (Re- 


view last lesson enough to emphasize 
this point.) 

“We have heard him ourselves, and 
we know that this is indeed the Christ, 
the Saviour of the world” (John 4:42, 
Memory Verse). That is what the peo- 
ple in the city of Sychar said after they 
were born again. First, they believed 
what the woman told them: about this 
wonderful One who could read her 
whole life— He must be God to do that! 
But after they met Christ Himself and 
heard Him speak to them, then they 
knew for themselves. This verse re- 
minds me of Paul, who did not believe 
on the Lord until he himself heard and 
saw Him on the Damascus road. It re- 
minds me, too, of a girlhood friend of 
mine, who when the minister asked if 
she was a Christian, stammered a mo- 
ment and finally said, “I— I don’t know.” 
Then she brightened as if she had found 
the answer, “Mama is!” What do you 
think of that? Had she heard the Lord 
herself? ‘You heard about the Lord in 
this class last Sunday. Did you also 
hear Him speaking right to you — your 
own heart? Do you know that He is 
your own Saviour? Then you have 
something to tell, as the woman at the 
well had. Will you tell us, and then tell 
others outside? They may hear you 
and then hear Him, and know for them- 
selves. And so the water of life may 
flow on. “He that believeth on me, .... 
out of [him] ... shall flow rivers of 
living water” (John 7:38). 

A modeling clay waterpot such as the 
Samaritan woman carried may be made 
by each pupil to take home as a re- 
minder of the lesson. It will also serve 
as a natural introduction for retelling 
the story, thus leading to witnessing. 

. Give assignment this week in written 
form: As you read John 4, also read 
7:37-39, and find what “living water” 
means. It is a word of six letters and 
begins with a capital letter; it is also 
mentioned in chapter 4. 
Jesus gave her water that was not from 
the well, 
pag A away singing, and cam back 


ringing 
Others to the water that was not from 
the well. 


—C. F. Weigle. 
Oxowo, Manve. , 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
Some Foreign People Learn About God 
(John 4:5-9, 27) 


| epen week we studied about a very 
righteous man,.a ruler of the Jews, 
who had tried to keep the Command- 
ments all his life, and today we study 
about a very wicked woman, who had 
broken all the Commandments, prob- 
ably, and was without friends or stand- 
ing. The Lord Jesus Christ talked with 
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them both. Nicodemus came to Jesus. 
The Lord Jesus Christ went over a spe- 
cial road to find this woman at the well 
in Sychar, and talk to her. 

And they both needed Christ; they 
both needed eternal life. Isn’t it strange 
that no matter how good a person is, or 
how bad he is, the Lord Jesus Christ 
is the one they need? 

This woman we learn about today was 
surprised that Jesus should ask her for 
a drink. He was a Jew, and she was a 
Samaritan, and they did not have any- 
thing to do with each other, but the 
Lord Jesus loves one race or nation just 
as much as He does another, and a Sa- 
maritan woman’s soul was just as pre- 
cious to Him as any. 

She was more surprised when she 
found that Jesus Christ knew all about 
her, all about the kind of woman she 
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Lesson for January 26 


was, and still He talked with her. I am 
sure no good women in Sychar had any- 
thing to do with her, for they knew she 
was bad. She had been hurt and 
ashamed for a long time, but the Lord 
Jesus Christ was the first one who knew 
she had a hungry heart. He always 
knows about all such hearts. 

When He told her He was the Mes- 
siah,-she believed in Him, and went into 
this city to the people who had snub- 
bed and hurt her, and told them she had 
found the Messiah. They listened to 
her, and some believed because of her 


‘testimony. The city went out to see 


Him, and invited Him to stay awhile 
in Sychar; so He and His disciples 
stayed two days, and many more be- 
lieved because they heard Him them- 
selves. I’m glad some believed because 
of her testimony, for some were very 
careful to tell her they did not believe 
because of her, but because they heard 
Him. 


Her life was never the same again. 
No person is ever the same after Jesus 
comes into his heart. He changes every 
one who comes to believe in Him. Last 
Sunday we said the Lord Jesus Christ 
glorifies everything He touches. Even 
this poor; wicked Samaritan woman be- 
lieved, and went out to tell about Him. 
I’m very sure she never stopped telling 
about that day she had gone wearily 
to the well, alone and friendless, and 
found this Jewish man sitting on the 
well, resting. And. how her life had 
been changed. 


Not one of you children has lived 
long enough to sin as this woman had, 
but you are all sinners, and need a Sav- 
iour. He is just as anxious to have you 
believe as He was then, to have her 
believe. 


And He wants us to tell others about 
Him. Sometimes we think there is no 
use of telling some very wicked person 
about Jesus, because he or she will not 
believe, but that one may be just wait- 
ing for somebody to tell the story of 
Jesus’ love. 


Once a very beautiful and richly 
dressed lady went to sing at a meeting 
where many drunken, wicked people 
came. The preacher told them of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and His salvation, and 
this lady sang of Him. As she went out, 
she saw a half drunk, wicked girl sit- 
ting in one of the seats, and she felt so 
sorry for her, she took a lovely pink 
rose she was wearing, and gave it to the 
girl, and said, “Jesus Christ loves you, 
dear.” The girl took the rose, and went 
home to her poor room, and put it in an 
old, cracked glass. She looked and 
looked at it, and theught of all she had 
heard, and it broke her heart. She went 
back the next night and accepted the 
Lord Jesus as her Saviour, and He 
changed her life into a beautiful one. 
Nobody is too wicked for Jesus to save. 

Fetton, Cauir. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


out ted dha Geo een uns aan 
and explaining the conditions upon which 
Ihustrations ‘are accepted may be had from 
the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
filustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 

Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
present paper shortage, readers are asked to 
limit the total submitted on each lesson to 

four illustrations. 

No Place for Hate—Jews have no 
dealings with the Samaritans (John 4: 
9). Eileen B. Beath in the Presbyterian 
Survey shared this episode with her 
readers. During the first year of the 
Chinese-Japanese War, a boy of nine 
years, Chin Chen, was starting for bed 
when he said to his mother, “Shall I 
pray for the Chinese soldiers tonight?” 
“No, Chin, pray for the little Japanese 
children whose fathers are fighting and 
dying in China tonight,” Many, many 
times I have heard Chinese Christians 
praying for the Japanese. Hate has 
never had a place in their hearts. If 
Christianity can do this for individuals, 
can it not do it for nations?—From the 
Mennonite. Sent by Harold Shelly, 
Quakertown, Pa. 


By Way of Bethlehem.—Jesus an- 
swered and said unto her, If thou knew- 
est the gift of God, and who it is that 
saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou 
wouldest have asked of. him, and he 
would have given thee living water 
(John 4:10). This little news item came 
from the daily paper: “Jerusalem is be- 
ing supplied with fresh water from res- 
ervoirs built by King Solomon. The 
water is brought to the city by means 
of an aqueduct which passes through 
Bethlehem.” The Water of Life for all 
men comes through Bethlehem also.—- 
From the Expositor. Sent by Martin M. 
Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


No Need for the Waterpot. — The 
woman then left her waterpot (John 
4:28). I once heard a preacher, in com- 


menting on this passage, say, “The 


woman left her waterpot, and went 
away with the Well.”—Personal.” Sent 
by Howard M. Green. Laconia, N. H. 
Prize illustration. 


From Cipher to Ten Thousand.—Many 

. believed on him for the saying 

of the woman, which testified (John 4: 
39). “Father Carpenter,” as he was 
familiarly called, was a Presbyterian 
layman of New Jersey. Before his con- 
version he was a “cipher” in the local 
church. But filled with the Holy Spirit, 
he became a man of wonderful spiritual 
power. Hardened sinners melted under 
his appeals, and yielded to Christ. Once, 
traveling in a stagecoach between New- 
ark and New York, he found among his 
fellow ‘passéngers one believer and six 
unconverted men. He began at once 
to press the claims of Jesus Christ upon 


* (13) 37 
Through the Bible Study 


| Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 
are ewer agy elf 


Sunday Schools, Bible Classes, 
1 
vests" fi Missionary Socie- 
Home Study. 
Vale tae Geeks bat tua tal 


Through the Bible Study, 2010 Bryan, Dallas, Texas 











The College Ladies’ Quar- 
tette which has delighted 
many critical audiences. 
Inset: a corner in ovr 
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Music and Art 


be able to sing the gospel story 
well, or to draw it convincingly, 
renders one an unusually effective evan- - 
gelist, teacher and leader of young peo- 
ple. So HuNntTINGTON offers future 
Christian workers much of both music 
and art, with competent instructors in 
both these basic and useful cultures. 


A Life Annuity Contract with 


such an institution is not only attractive 
but also very safe. It insures a promptly 
paid fixed income for life. Prevents mis- 
use of funds after death. Assures against 
loss through poor old age investments, 
And makes you a present and future 
partner in this expanding ministry of 
Christian higher education. 














iit is to your inter- 
est to investigate. 
For complete infor- 
mation, please ad- 
dress Office of The 
President, Dept. 
T 147 





est 


+ dele omaia Soi Sa 


ne Mee 


— 
oe ie 


ee 











38 (14) * 





Calendar for 
1947 


A truly unique calendar, made ex- 
clusively for The Sunday School 
Times. Twelve sheets (9 x 16 inches) 
printed in rich sepia tone on white 
Paper. 

Features 


Twelve pictures from the remarkable 
collection of Frances Jenkins Olcott, 
whose photographs and writings are 
well known to Sunday School Times 
readers.’ 

Scenes are localities where the events 
referred to in each month’s Interna- 
tional Uniform lessons were enacted. 
The titles and references for the In- 
ternational Uniform lessons are given 
for each Sunday in the year. 

There is a Scripture memory verse for 


each day in the year. 
PRICES 
(Postpaid), excepting orders of 5 or more to 
er er 30 PP $10.25 
| ar ee 1.35 100 20. 
So 4).6 a0. 3.80 Ae 
Sees art 8 6 5.40 300. 52.50 
It makes an ideal, moderate-priced gift, 
and the quantity prices offer a real - 
tunity to earn extra income by the of 
these among your friends and fellow 
workers 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 





I am enclosing Och cnsttbndibices , for which please 
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Times Calendar for 1947 
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the six. Under the power of the Holy 
Spirit, four of them were converted in 
the coach, and the other two after 
reaching New York. At the time of his 
death it was estimated, on the ground 
of a careful investigation, that Father 
Carpenter had been instrumental in win- 
ning to Christ more than 10,000 souls.— 
From the King’s Business. Sent by How- 
ard M. Green, Laconia, N. H. 


He Satisfies Thirst—Whosoever drink- 
eth of the water that I shall give him 
shall never thirst (John 4:14, Golden 
Text). Soldiers know what, halazone 
tablets are—small white pill-like “do- 
dads” that the army distributes for puri- 
fying water. Until you are on a long 
trip. through foreign countries you can- 
not appreciate the good water you get 
at home. Bad water may cause illness 
and possible death. Halazone tablets 
are important. The soldier fills his can- 
teen with water from the best place he 
can get it; puts two tablets into it and 
shakes it briskly. He waits thirty min- 
utes and then the water is purified and 
fit to drink. I have been thinking of 
how it is when individuals permit Christ 
to come into their lives. He cleanses, 
He purifies sinful hearts. He makes 
usable wretched lives. He satisfies the 
thirst of the soul—From the Presbyte- 
rian. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Murray, 
Nebr. 

we 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 34) 


1. (a) The sex barrier (John 4:27. The 
rabbis would not stoop to teach a woman !); 
(b) the race barrier (v. 9); (c) the moral 
barrier. (See Luke 7:39.) 


2. He dealt with her, (a) as a thirsty 
soul (vs. 7-15); (b) as a sinful soul (vs. 
16-19); and (c) as a seeking soul (vs. 20- 
26). 


' 
3. His real objective was to satisfy the 
thirst of the woman's soul. 


4. (a) It found common ground — thirst; 
(b) it disarmed the prejudice against the 
“superior” Jew. 


5. He turns His request into an offer (v. 
10). The request prepared the way for the 
offer. That is good soul-winning technique. 


6. There are really tWo statements, the 
first of which was so manifestly true that 
it lent strength to the more important sec- 
ond statement, creating a bias in its favor. 


7. To bring her face to face with her 
life of sin. The sin question must be dealt 
with. 


8. Not in words, but the few words He 
said flashed the whole panorama of sin be- 
fore her and gave evidence that He knew 
it all. 


9. While it was simple forgetfulness 
through excitement, yet there is something 
symbolic about it. When we have found 
Jesus Christ, and the springs of living water 
are in our hearts, we do not need to be 
drawing from the polluted wells of this 
world. 


10. Her spontaneous, eager witnessing to 
others. 
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The Worth of Prayer 


(Continued from second page) 


will get what you ask? If it is good 
for you to have it, you’ will; but Paul 
does not say that here. Instead he says, 
“And the peace of God, which passeth 
all understanding, shall keep your hearts 
and minds through Christ Jesus.” In 
other words, the habit of bringing to 
God all things that disquiet us, the habit 
of setting our requests about them be- 
fore Him is a habit that does something 
to us, quite apart from the things it 
may get from God in answer to our 
requests. Prayer imparts to us a new 
serenity of soul, and new strength to 
carry on because we have committed 
our trouble to God and have left it with 
Him. While we wait for Him to work 
out His answer to our requests, the 
worry is lifted from our souls, the peace 
that passeth understanding is ours, and 
strength to measure up to life’s demands 
again is ours. 

Prayer is not a way for lazy people to 
get what they are too indolent to strive 
for; it is not a way for impatient peo- 
ple to get what they want in a hurry, 
but it is a way for harried souls to find 
the peace that passeth understanding. It 
is a way for people to gain victory over 
worry and impatience, and to develop 
the Christian graces of character. Prayer 
does get things from God, but prayer 
also does things to us, develops per- 
sonal, experimental knowledge of God, 
renews heart peace and inner strength, 
and develops Christian graces in us. And 
all this is because prayer is more than 
asking. It is “a receiving, a waiting, a 
learning of God, a converse and com- 
munion with Him in which He has much 
to say, and we much to hear and learn.” 
The contact with God over the years 
that habitual prayer gives has a grand 
cleansing and renewing effect upon us 
quite apart from what God may do 
about our particular requests. 

Our Lord’s all night prayers were 
surely not just all night asking so much 
as “a spreading out of His whole spirit 
before the Father.” His own praying 
was such as to lead the disciples to 
say, “Lord, teach us to pray.” And what 
prayer has méant both to Christ and to 
thousands of His people should lead us 
also to seek to make more and more 
progress in the school of prayer. 


We kneel, how weak ! we rise, how full of 
power ! 
Why, therefore, should we do ourselves 
,. this wrong, 
Or others—that we are not always 
strong — 
That we are sometimes overborne with 
care — ‘ 
That we should ever weak or heartless 


be, 
Anxious or troubled— when with us is 
prayer, 
And joy, and strength and courage are 
with Thee? + 
—Trench. 


(To be continued) 
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Evangelical International Lesson 





LESSON 4. JANUARY 26. FORGIVENESS OF SINS 
Mark 2:1-12 (Supplementary Reading: Matthew 9:1-8, Luke 5:18-26; 7:41-50, 15:1-24) 
. Golden Text.—Who forgiveth all thine iniquities,; who healeth all thy diseases.—Psa. 103:3 


Kiye James VERSION . 

Mark 2:1 And again he entered into Capernaum after some 
days; and it was noised that he was in the house. 

2 And straightway many were gathered together, insomuch 
that there was no room to receive them, no, not so much as 
about the door: and he preached the word unto them. 

3 And they come unto him, bringing one sick of the palsy, 
which was borne of four. 

4 And when they could not come nigh unto him,for the press, 
they uncovered the roof where he was: and when they had 
broken it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of the 
palsy lay. 

5 When.Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the 
palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee. 

6 But there were certain of the scribes sitting there, and rea- 
soning in their hearts, 


8 And immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that 
they so reasoned within themselves, he said unto them, Why 
reason ye these things in your hearts? 

9 Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins 
be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and 
walk? 

10 But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on 
earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy,) 

11 I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way 
into thine house. 


12 And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth — 


before them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and glori- 
fied God, saying, We never saw it on this fashion. 


The Evangelical International Sunday School Lesson Outlines are 





7 Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive 


sins but God only? 


The Lesson in General 
By Tom M. Olson 
Introduction to the Lesson 


Te portion of Scripture affords us 
a look at human hopelessness and 
divine almightiness; or, in other 
wards, impotence and omnipotence. 

After evangelizing “all Galilee,” our 
Lord returned to His own city, Caper- 
naum, and to His own house. (I take 
it, at any-rate, that it was His own 
house, for He wouldn’t want Peter’s 
house to be unroofed as the house was 
which is mentioned here.) 

His presence in the house was the sig- 
nal for the ‘needy, the curious, and the 
critical to put in their appearance. 

They came in such numbers that the 
house could not accommodate them, 
hence they overflowed to the outside. 

With this crowd before Him, the Lord 
did not start in to meet their physical 
need of healing, and so forth. Healing 
was secondary with Him; the Word of 
God came first. “He preached the word 
unto them.” 

He is the living, personal Word (John 
1:1): He is the truth (John 14:6). He 
is the sum and substance, the center 
and circumference, the alpha and omega 
of the Word which is to be preached. 

However much men need His minis- 
trations, they need_ Him— His person — 
more. Nothing can take the place of the 
Word. “Thou hast magnified thy word 
above all thy name” (Psa. 138:2). There 
is no equivalent to, no substitute for 
the Word. Happy the speaker who can 
in his measure say with the Lord Jesus, 
“I have given them thy word.” 

A very spectacular incident occurred 
at this home service! Those who were 
in a position to see, saw the roof broken 
open and a man on a bed (a couch or a 
mat) lowered through it by four friends. 


The man was a paralytic—a vivid 
picture of human helplessness. He could 
do nething; everything had to be done 
for him. As far as the record goes, he 
was speechless. He did not even ask 
the Lord to heal him. But the Lord 


knew and saw his need. He’ saw more 


than that, He saw “their faith” — the 
faith of the four men who lowered him 
into the Lord’s presence, and evidently 
of the paralytic also— for had he lacked 
faith in the ability of the Lord to heal 
him, he never would have submitted to 
such drastic measures to reach Him. 

“He said unto the sick of the palsy, 
Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.” All 
the evils in the world have one common 
root — sin. Whether this man’s paralysis 
was due to some special sin—or sins — 
which he had committed, is not stated; 
but “all have sinned” (Rom. 3:23). And 
as a sinner, the man’s deepest need was 
forgiveness. 

Here was divine might meeting that 
need as well as the physical needs. 
The message today since Christ’s death 
and resurrection is: “Whosoever be- 
lieveth in him shalJl receive remission 
of sins” (Acts 10:43). 

When the destructively critical scribes 
reasoned in their hearts that it was blas- 
phemy for the Lord to say, “Thy sins 
be forgiven thee,” He revealed His deity 
in His knowledge of their thoughts. 

He revealed to them that it was just 
as easy for Him to say, “Thy sins be 
forgiven thee,” as it was to say: “Arise 
. -. and walk.” He said both things, 
and both things happened! It is true 
that only God can forgive sins, and it 
was He whose name is “mighty God” 
(Isa, 9:6) who forgave sins in this in- 
stance ! 


The Lesson in Detail 


Mark 2:1.—“It was noised that he was 
in the house.” News will get around, 


. 
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especially news of such a wonder 
worker as the Lord Jesus! -Christians 
testify to the fact that when the Lord 
entered their own human tabernacle, it 
was noised around that He was in the 
house. When one can say, “Christ liveth 
in me” (Gal. 2:20), it should be noised 
around that such is the case. Shame 
on us if such news does not spread ! 


Verse 2.—“There was no room to re- 
ceive them, no, not so much as about 
the door.” This is easily understood in 
connection with a small house in Pales- 
tine; but, thank God, this will not be 
said of the Father’s House — the place of 
many mansions. There shall be ample 
room there for all who come to the Lord 
Jesus Christ — not only “about the door,”, 
but also “round the throne”! 

The House is fast filling, 
There is yet room to spare; 

Not a seat will be vacant, 
But will you be there? 


Verse 3—“And they come unto him; 
bringing one sick of the palsy, which 
was borne of four.” He could not go 
himself. He had to be brought, There 
are those around us who need to be 
brought to the Lord Jesus Christ. An- 
drew felt that his brother was one such 
“and he brought him to Jesus” (John 1: 
42). The work of bringing folks to Jesus 
is not limited to certain gifted leaders 
— it belongs to every Christian. 

If one Christian feels he needs help in 
this important business, he may summon 
others to join him, as in this instance. 
The world has an expression which can 
be used in this connection, viz.: “gang 
up.” They generally use it in an evil 
sense. Believers can use it in a good 
sense 


Verse 4—“And when they could not 
come nigh unto him for the press (the 
crowd], they uncovered the roof .. . 
they let down the bed wherein the sick 
of the palsy lay.” They encountered 
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difficulties in their labor of faith, hope, 
and love; but they were not daunted by 
them. They overcame them. It meant 
the expenditure of time and effort. And 
it must have meant making consider- 
able dust in breaking up the roof, but 
they undertook it. No one will be one 
hundred per cent free from difficulties 
in seeking to put helpless sinners in 
contact with the all-powerful Saviour. 
But such difficulties should be sur- 
mounted. One may be compelled to 
break through some conventions and 
even some traditions, but the soul must 
be brought to the Lord. 


Verse 5.—“When Jesus saw their faith, 
jhe said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, 
thy sins be forgiven thee.” We cannot 
see faith until it is translated into action, 
hence the expression, “I will shew thee 
my faith by my works” (Jas. 2:18). But 
the Lord can see it whenever and wher- 
ever it exists. 

The forgiveness of sins is the greatest 
possible boon to a heavy-laden soul! 
How we should rejoice to tell sinners 


| today that forgiveness is theirs through 


faith in the Saviour who was delivered 
for our offences and was raised again 
for our justification! (See Acts 13:38, 
39.) 


Verses 6, 7—“But there were certain 
of the scribes sitting there, and reason- 
ing in their hearts, Why doth this man 
thus speak blasphemies? who can for- 
give sins but God only?” Invariably 
there are “certain . . . scribes sitting 
there” — in the critics’ seats, whenever 
the Lord speaks and works. 


It is singular to think that opposition 
to the Lord began with religious scribes. 
They should have known better, for part 
of their work was the making of copies 
of the Word of God. They knew the 
Word said, “There is no wisdom nor un- 
derstanding nor counsel against the 
Lord” (Prov. 21:30). 


Certainly it is God only who forgives 
sins. It was God the Son forgiving them 


‘here, but they believed not in His es- 


sential deity. The Scriptures with which 
they were familiar, and in which they 
boasted, presented the Son as God. (See 
Prov. 30:4; Isa. 7:14; 9:6; Psa. 2:7-12; 
Dan. 3:25; Mic. 5:2.) 

Verse 8—“And immediately when 
Jesus perceived in his spirit that they 
so reasoned within themselves, he said 
unto them, Why reason ye these things 
in your hearts?” Here He gives them 
unmistakable proof of His deity, for who 
but God can know and reveal what a 
person is*reasoning in his heart? (Com- 
pare Heb. 4:13; 1 Sam. 16:7; 1 Chron. 
8:9; 2 Chron. 6:30; John 2:25). 


Verses 9-11.—“Whether is it easier to 
say ... Thy sins be forgiven thee; or 
. .. Arise, and take up thy bed, and 
walk? But that ye may know that the 
Son of man hath power on earth to for- 
give sins .. . I say unto thee, Arise, 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
3. January 19.—A Leper Healed. Mark 1:35-45 
(Supplementary Reading: Luke 4: 
42-44; 5:12-14; Matthew 8:2-4; 
Leviticus 13:44-46.) 


Next Week's Lesson 
5. February 2.—The Para of the 
Sower ees ceseesse Mark 4:10-20 
(Supplementary Reading: Matthew 
13:1-23; Luke 8:4-15; James 1:22- 
25; Luke 11:28; 6:46-49.) 





and take up thy bed, and go thy way 
intd thine house.” One word was as 
easy as the other for the Lord to say. 
The scribes may have reasoned that it 
was easier to say, “Thy sins be forgiven,” 
because a person could not see whether 
they were or not. But it would be mani- 
fest to sight if the helpless man walked 
away after hearing the words: “Arise, 
and take up thy bed, and walk.” 

Verse 12.—“And immediately he arose, 
took up the bed, and went forth before 
them all; insomuch that they were all 
amazed, and glorified God, saying, We 
never saw it on this fashion.” There is 
a triumphant note in the expression 
“and went forth before them all.” How 
those cynical scribes must have looked 
to see if he would walk! They “never 
saw it on this fashion” because “never 
man spake like this man” and never 
man worked like Him. He is the peer- 
less One. 


Outline of the Lesson 


It is F. E. Marsh who says the four 
men of verse 3 may be taken as an illus- 
tration of four things that are essential 
in seeking to bring others into contact 
with Christ: namely, prayer, faith, sym- 
pathy, and perseverance. 

1. Prayer—This is the hand that opens 
. the door of Heaven, and lets out 
the power of God. 


2. Faith—If prayer is the hand that 
opens the door of Heaven, faith 
is the hand that receives the bless- 
ing, and not for itself merely, but 

yr for others. 

3. Sympathy—If the sun of Christian 
sympathy, the compassion of 
Christ, beams upon the unsaved 
one, he will soon throw off the 
cloak of indifference and open up 
his mind to you. 

4. Perseverance—Often the winds are 
contrary, but let us not give up 
in consequence, but persevere un- 
til our object is accomplished. 


Pointers 


Human helplessness is the background 
for the display of .divine power— 
whether of the sinner for salvation, or 
of the saint for service. 

There was always that in the work of 
the Lord to amaze spectators, but He 
never did anything with the object of 
satisfying idle curiosity. 

The need of every desirous person was 
always met by the gracious Lord. 
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The best way to be “a friend to man” 
is to assist in bringing him to the Lord 
Jesus. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By Marian Bishop Bower 


HRIST’S presence meant an immediate 

crowd. How may His. wonderful at- 

tractiveness be made known to the 
world today? 


2. What was the faith that the Lord Jesus 
saw (v. 5) and that He should see in be- 
lievers today? 


3. How is paralysis a type of sin? 


4. What condition necessary for the sal- 
vation from sins had the paralytic fulfilled? 


5. When Jesus said to the sick man, “Thy 
sins be forgiven thee,’’ what claim was He 
making for Himself? 


6: The scribes charged the Lord with 
blasphemy. Where else in the Bible was a 
similar charge made against Him? 


7. To what Old Testament event might we 
parallel the gathering in the house at Ca- 
pernaum? 


8. Was it easier for the Lord to heal the 
paralytic than to forgive him his sins? 


9. What three signs that Christ was truly 
God had the people seen that day? 


10. When people truly glorify God, what 
must they believe of Christ? 
(Answers on page 43) 


For Teen-Age Young Folks 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


“Tue Son oF Man HATH POWER” 


E WONDER, as we, think of the 

vast possibilities of atomic power, 
what man, the created one, is going to 
do with resources from our Creator-God. 
In Christ we find the alternative for the 
fear of destruction, for “the Son of man 
hath power on earth” as well as in 
Heaven (Matt. 28:19, 20). The God who 
made atoms can control their eventual 
destiny (2 Pet. 3:10-13). He who healed 
a palsied man and made him a victori- 
cvs creation promised‘to share the bless- _ 
ings of His power with the apostles 
(Acts 1:8). 

Christ’s power to attract (Mark 2:1- 
4; Matt. 11:28-30; Psa. 34:5). God’s Son 
came to attract men to God through 
Himself. Doubfing ones and curious, 
jealous ones were drawn to Him, but 
always in the throngs were those who 
came with believing faith that this won. 
derful healer of men could minister to 
their extremity. Imagine how embar- 
rassed the four men on the roof would 
have been, as well as the palsied invalid, 
if the Lord Jesus had failed in produc. 
ing a cure, but faith like theirs left 
small room for disappointment. 

Christ’s power to forgive (Mark 2:5- 
8; 1 John 1:9; Isa.,44:22). This man 


was not only physically helpless, he 
must have been mentally and spiritu- 
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ally paralyzed with the destructive 
forces of a nature that made him live 
below the standards of God (Rom. 3:23). 
As tHe Lord looked upon his distress, 
He saw potentialities in that shattered 
body. It should be a “holy place,” a 
“temple” (1 Cor. 6:19, 20). Worship 
must take place within that man’s spirit, 
but there must be no sin in the temple 
(Exod. 30:18-21). The Lord Jesus would 
not restore to this man his physical 
capacities and leave with him a soiled 
nature. 

Christ’s power to heal (Mark 2:9-11; 
Psa. 103:3). When the man found that 
the fetters of sin no longer strangled 
him, a new freedom and joy surged 
through his being. The nervous tension 
and hopelessness were gone. He had 
come to be helped, but surely he had 
not dreamed it would be a release like 
this. Christ made the man adequate to 
occupy his individual niche. 

Christ’s power to stimulate victorious 
action (Mark 2:12; John 14:13; 2 Thess. 
1:11, 12). We expect a Christ-touched 
person to act different from one who is 
not a Christian. Suppose this man had 
said, “It is grand to know that my sins 
are forgiven, and feel the glow of new 
vigor, but to walk—TI cannot do that! 
If I should try to get up and nothing 
would happen, think how people would 
laugh at me! I might wear myself out 
with too much exertion and be down on 
my back again! Or I might not get into 
the swing of an active, independent life, 
and would be worse off than I was as 
an invalid.”. Have you had similar won- 
derings when you were faced with the 
challenge to “arise” from the low stand- 
ards of human conceptions and become 
obedient to the high calling of God’s 
Son? 

“Go thy way into thine house,” the 
Lord Jesus commanded, and the man 
got up and went, but we may be sure 
he did not go there to stay. His new 
circumstances would soon reveal other 
places of service. So, too, the Lord will 
reveal new guide posts to us if we obe- 
diently go just as far as He tells us 
(Prov. 3:6). The healed man stepped 
forth so confidently and triumphantly 
that neighbors “were all amazed, and 
glorified God.” One of the grandest 
things we can do for our neighbors is 
to lead them to glorify God (Acts 4:13b). 
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Teaching the Juniors 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
APPROACH 


ODAY we are back again in the city 

of Capernaum. Do you remember the 
crowds who came to Peter’s house to be 
healed? (Mrs. Irene Ranney has a flan- 
nelgraph for this story in her lessons 
on Luke. They may be obtained from 
many Bible bookstores or direct from 
her at 2746 Angus St., Los Angeles 26.) 
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Tue Story 

When the news got around that the 
Lord Jesus was back in Capernaum a 
huge crowd gathered again. Read Mark 
2:2, Mary. 

There was one poor man in the city 
of Capernaum who could not go with 
the crowd, He had a shaking disease, 
called palsy, that made him so weak he 
could not rise from his bed. He heard 
that the Lord Jesus had healed people 
when He was in the city before. But 
the palsied man could not possibly make 
his way to Jesus. Four of his friends 
believed that the Lord could heal him. 
So they decided to take him to Jesus. 
The only way they could get him there 
was to carry him down the street, bed 
and all. 


When they reached the house they 
saw that it was impossible to get the sick 
man through the crowd to Jesus. What 
could they do? They could not keep the 
bed-ridden man out in the hot sun all 
day, waiting for the crowd to go home. 
Suddenly one of his friends spied the 
outside staircase leading ‘up to the roof. 
Up this staircase they carried their sick 
friend. Then they uncovered the roof 
and peeked down to see just where the 
Lord Jesus was standing. Soon the 
friends had taken off enough of the roof 
so that they could lower the sick man’s 
bed, by ropes, to the floor below. How 
do you suppose the palsied man felt 
when he was safely lowered to the floor 
in front of the Lord? I believe he for- 
got, for a minute, all about his poor 
sick body as he looked into the won- 
derful face of the Lord Jesus. I believe 
he suddenly realized that he was a sin- 
ner and absolutely unfit for the pres- 
ence of the holy Son of God. What did 
the Lord Jesus say to him, John? Oh, 
how happy he must have been when the 
Saviour told him that his sins were for- 
given ! 

But there were some people in that 
crowd who were not pleased, They were 
thinking, “This man has no right to for- 
give sins. Only God can do that.” The 
Lord Jesus is God, so He knew what was 
in their hearts. He said, “Whether is 
it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, 
Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, 
Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk? 
But that ye may know that the Son of man 
hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he 
saith to the sick of the palsy,) I say 
unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, 
and go thy way into thine house.” 


You read to us what the palsied man 
did, Junior (v. 12). Wouldn’t you have 
liked to have been there to see the poor 
helpless man get right up, roll up his 
bed, put it on his shoulder, and pass out 
through the crowd to go home? How 
his friends must have run down that 
outside staircase from the roof to tell 
him how very, very glad they were! 
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And how he must have thanked them 
over and over for bringing him to the 
Lord Jesus! 
ConcLUSION 

Have you ever brought anyone to the 
Lord Jesus Christ? Do you pray for 
your friends wher. they are sick? Do 
you pray that your unsaved friends will 
get saved? Do you ever speak to them 
about the Lord Jesus? If you bring 
someone to Jesus he will be happy and 
you will be even happier. 


ALTERNATE CONCLUSION 


Have you ever had the joy that filled 
the heart of the palsied man when Jesus 
said to him, “Thy sins be forgiven thee”? 
Perhaps you have never even realized 
that you are a sinner needing forgive- 
ness. If you have not, ask the Lord to 
reveal Himself to you. When you see 
how wonderful He is, you will see how 
bad you are, and you will want Him for 
your Saviour. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Treasure Chest for 
Primary Teachers 
By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


Topic and Scripture: 
Jesus Shows That He Is God 
(Mark 2:1-12) 

WONDER if our Treasure Chest hag 
in it a picture of a town? Here, 
does this look like any town you know? 
Jesus often visited a town called Ca- 
pernaum. Peter lived there, and Peter 

was one of Jesus’ special friends. 

The people in Capernaum had houses 
different from ours. They had one story 
houses, with flat roofs, and stairs out- 
side. 


Joan and Carl may pass these pencils 
and paper sheets so you can draw a 
house like Peter’s. I will draw it on 
the board with you. 

Something wonderful happened at 
Capernaum on the day of our lesson 
story. And we're going to pretend that 
two children, named Joseph and Anna, 
lived at Peter’s house and saw the won- 
derful thing that happened. 

Joseph is a little older than Anna, so 
he stays outdoors watching down the 
street. Perhaps he climbs a tree. He 
is looking for the Lord Jesus. 

There, Jesus is coming’ now! And 
such a crowd of people with Him! How 
can they all squeeze into one house? 

(Describe all that Joseph saw from 
the outside, especially the paralyzed man 
borne by four others. Then picture 
little Anna inside with her mother, first 
hearing, then seeing the ceiling opened 
above her head. 

Perhaps some boy could come up front 
and tear up a thin wooden shingle or 
piece of cardboard, while the children 
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shut their eyes and guess what the sound 
was that Anna heard. 

Then if there is time, let a’: boy imper- 
sonate Joseph and tell what he saw out- 
doors, while a girl takes the part of 
Anna, describing what took place inside 
the house.) 

So Jesus forgave the man’s sins first 
because the sickness of our hearts is 
more important than the sickness of our 
bodies. Getting’ measles or mumps will 
never send us to hell, but sin certainly 
will unless we come to Jesus Christ and 
let Him save us from it. 

Our Memory Verse in Psalm 103:3 tells 
us of two things which the Lord Jesus 
Christ did for the paralyzed man. Shall 
we learn it together? 

My, what a lot of power the Lord 
Jesus had! Those wise men standing 
around just couldn’t understand how 
Jesus could have such power. Can you 
understand it? 

And how quickly the paralyzed man 
got up! Power poured into his arms 
and legs so that he picked up his mattress 
as easily as I can pick up this chair. 

Here in our Treasure Chest is something 
with power in it. What is it? Yes, it 
is a, flashlight. What kind of power is 
in a flashlight? 

What kind of power can the Lord Jesus 
Christ give us today? He not only can 
forgive our sins, but He can make us 
shine for Him every moment of every 
hour of every day. How many believe 
He can do that? 

This flashlight battery wears out soon. 
Does Jesus’ power ever wear out? And 
when He forgave your sins, did He pour 
His loving, wonderful power into you? 

(Close with prayer, having the chil- 
dren repeat together each phrase after 
you.) 

FORESTVILLE, N. Y. 
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When God Forgives, He Forgets—Who 


forgiveth all thine iniquities; who heal- 
eth all thy diseases (Psa. 103:3, Golden 
Text). How different God’s pardon is 
from ours! So often we forgive as did 
the aunt of the little girl who had been 
good a whole week, and asked some 
favor. “I know,” was the answer, “that 
you have been good all this week, but 
you know you were bad last week.” In 
a passionate burst of feeling the little 
one exclaimed: “Oh, Auntie, you are 
not one bit like God. When He for- 
gives He doesn’t keep throwing it up 
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afterward.”—From the Christian En- 
deavor World. Sent by Mrs. S. Otis 
Roe, Lynn, Mass. 


Your Neighbors Will Know.—And 
again he entered into Capernaum. after 
some days; and it was noised that he 
was in the house (Mark 2:1). “If Christ 
is in the house, your neighbors will soon 
know it.”—From D. L. Moody, in “Notes 
From My Bible.” Sent by Nelson A. 
Jackson, Keuka Park, N. Y. 


You Can Carry One Corner.—And they 


come unto him, bringing one sick of 


the palsy, which was borne of four 
(Mark 2:3). Along the road by my boy- 
hood home in Tennessee a heavy engine 
was being moved. Six large mules were 
drawing the wagon on which the engine 
was being loaded. The bank of the little 
stream they crossed near my home was 
soft and the teams could not pull the 
wagon out. Repeated efforts were of 
no avail. As a boy interested in these 
proceedings, I ventured to say that Uncle 
Andy could drive those teams. Uncle 
Andy was an old colored man who lived 
on the farm, and, in my judgment, could 
solve any problem. He came quickly 
from his work in the field near by and 
went to the team in front. He spoke 
kindly to them, rubbed his hands gently 
over their great shoulders, and moved 
calmly to the second team, and then 
the third, treating them in the same 
manner. Gathering up the lines and 
making sure every trace was taut, he 
gave a sharp command and even the 
mules seemed to enjoy pulling the 
heavy engine out. It was perfect team- 
work. Teamwork for God is essential 
like teamwork in an athletic organiza- 
tion. The palsied man could not come 
to Jesus alone, he “was borne of four.” 
You may not be able to carry the couch 
with the man on it, but you can carry 
one corner and, by helping others, a soul 
is brought to Christ—From Dr, E. C. 
McCown, in the Quiet Hour. Sent by 
Helen Palmer, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


He Said He Would.—Son, thy sins be 
forgiven thee (Mark 2:5). At a certain 
church a_boy of ten years of age was 
examined for membership. After he had 
spoken of his sense of guilt, came the 
question, “What did you do when you 
felt yourself so great a sinner?” and the 
eyes of the boy brightened as he an- 
swered, “I just went to Jesus and told 
Him how sinful I was, and how sorry 
I was, and asked Him to forgive me.” 
“And do you hope at times that Jesus 
heard you and forgave your sins?” “I 
don’t only hope so, sir, I know He did.” 
The oldest of them raised his glasses and 
peered into the face of the little candi- 
date, and said, “You say you ‘know’ that 
Jesus’ forgave your sin?” “Yes, sir,” 
was the prompt answer. “You mean, 
my son, that you hope Jesus has par- 
doned your sins.” “I hope he has, and I 
know it, too,” said the boy, with a bright 
smile on his manly face. “How do you 
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know it, my son?” every eye being in- 
tent on the little respondent. “He said 
He would,” said the boy, with a look of 
astonishment, as if amazed that anyone 
should doubt it—From Earnest Worker. 
Sent by Mrs. Robert Vining, Franklin 
Square, N. Y. Prize illustration. 


When We Try To Help God.—Who can 
forgive sins but God only? (Mark 2:7.) 
An evangelist could not convince a lady 
that all the good things she did would 
not avail in God’s sight. Being very 
wealthy, she gave a supper to some poor 
people, and also provided clothes for 
them. An inspiration struck the evange- 
list, and he said to her: “If one of the 
guests thanked you very much for the 
clothes, but said: ‘I must make some 
small return,’ and rolled up his old 
clothes in a parcel and asked you to 
accept them in return, would you be 
pleased?” At once she said, “No.” Then 
it dawned on her how useless were all 
her efforts to make herself better, and 
she accepted the Lord as her Saviour 
and King—From the Christian Herald. 
Sent by L. G. James, Toronto, Can. 


% 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 40) 
1. By the winsome personalities of yielded 
believers showing forth His grace and love. 
2. The faith that acis on the assumption 
that God is able. 


3. It pictures the absolute helplessness of 
the sinner. ' 

4. He had come to the feet of the Saviour. 

5. He was claiming to be God who alone 
had authority to forgive sins, as the scribes 
recognized (v. 7). According to most 
manuscripts, His words were, “Child, thy 
sins have been forgiven.” It was an act 
already past. 

6. In John 5:18 where it is said that the 
Jews sought to kill Him for “making him- 
self equal with God.” 

7. As the people looked at their leaders 
—the scribes and the Pharisees—to see 
their word pitted against the Lord’s, so the 
people of old had watched the struggle be- 
tween the priests of Baal and God's prophet 
Elijah. 

8. Neither was easier nor more difficult 
for the Lord God, but the physical healing 
was an outward evidence of proof of His 
power to work the spiritual healing. 

9. (a) He had with true authority for- 
given sins. (b) In His omniscience He had 
answered aloud the unspoken thoughts of 
the scribes. (c) He had healed the para- 
lytie’s sick body. 

10. They must believe that Christ is the 
Son of God, and “honour the Son, even as 
they honour the Father. He that honoureth 
not the Son honoureth not the Father which 
hath sent him” (John 5:23). 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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‘ Can you look 
chead with assurance, know- 
ing that you will receive a 
generous, safe return on 
your money as long as 
you live? 


Are you satisfied that your 
funds are being put to worth- 
while use in the work of the Lord? 


Both of these advantages can be yours—through 
the Moody Annuity Plan. It's SAFE because it's backed by all 
the resources of the Institute. It assures you a fixed generous 
return each year of your life. For forty years—ever since 
the Annuity Plan began—each Moody annuitant has re- 
ceived his check IN FULL and ON TIME. 


More than that, you will experience deep joy in knowing ‘ 
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The Keys to John's Gospel 
(Continued from page 29) 


There is no reason to assume that the 
signs here recorded were all performed 
in the presence of that many disciples. 
Probably less than a dozen were present 
on most of the occasions mentioned; at 
the Feeding of the Five Thousand all 
five hundred might have been present, 
since it was the largest attendance of 
Jesus’ ministry for which we have any 
figures. The main point of the state- 
ment in this key is that these signs 
were not the products of a pious imag- 
ination. They were attested by credible 
witnesses. The writer is not asking us 
to accept these statements merely on 
his personal word. ; 


3. An Apologetic Gospel. 


The word “apologetic” does not mean 
a Gospei that is making an excuse for 
what it teaches. It rather connotes a 
defense of an_ established position. 
Plainly John seeks to establish convic- 
tion: “These are written, that ye may 
believe.” Nor does this apologetic pur- 
pose imply that the facts have been doc- 
tored to create a good impression. There 
is no defense so adequate as truth, and 
the unvarnished recital of what actually 
took place is the surest method of con- 
firming faith. Apologetic purpose may 
sometimes lead to willful perversion of 
the facts of the case, but need nodt do 
so if the facts make their own case. 


4, An Interpretative Gospel. 

“, ,. that Jesus is the Christ .. .” 

The Fourth Gospel presents the life 
of Jesus of Nazareth in -terms of. the 
Messiah predicted in the Old Testament 
and awaited by the Jewish nation. The 
Greek word Christos, and its He- 
brew counterpart Messiah both mean 
“Anointed.” Once a common adjective, 
applying to any official who was set 
apart for special service by the rite of 
anointing, this word became a technical 
term for the Deliverer who should come 
to release Israel from her enemies and 
to reign over the restored House of 
David. On this Messiah were focused 
the. promises given to Abraham, to Da- 
vid, to the prophets—in short, all of 
the Old Testament hope. This is the 
general and outward effect of faith; it 
defines Him on whom we should be- 
lieve. The Gospel interprets the Mes- 
siah in terms both of the Old Testament 
and of our consciousness. 


5. A Definitive Gospel. 

“... the Son of God...” 

It is a noteworthy fact that nowhere 
in this Gospel does Jesus call God “Our 
Father” in such a way as to imply that 
His disciples were on an equal status 
with Him, or that they had the same 
relation to God that He had. On the 
contrary, He asserts that His relation 
to God was peculiar, and His enemies 
“For this cause 
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therefore the Jews sought the more to 
kill him, because he not only brake the 


sabbath, but also called God his own 


Father, making himself equal with God” 
(John 5:18). Pre-eminently, then, this 
Gospel defines Jesus of Nazareth as the 
Son of God. 


6. An Effective Gospel. 


“ and that ... ye may have life. . .” 

The purpose of this Gospel goes far 
beyond the mere creation of an opin- 
ion about its subject. The creation of 
a personal faith in Christ is the sum- 
mit of its purpose; but this very faith 
has a still greater objective, life. The 
Gospel is intended to affect and to trans- 
form the outlook and career of its 
reader. It is definitely planned with 
reference to his destiny. Life, previously 
defined, includes all of man’s relations 
with God. If our life is the complex of 
experience produced by our contacts 
with the surrounding world, this Gos- 
pel aims to make God, incarnate in 
Christ, an historical and actual part: of 
that personal complex. Real life begins 
with Him. / 

(To be continued) 


The Ruins of Jericho 


(Continued from second page) 


Jericho after the man was already 
buried. A child’s skeleton was also 
found, buried between the floors (p. 51). 

You ask the question, “Why was it 
that the Israelites did not clean up the 
debris for the purpose of rebuilding?” 
The Bible answers this question: God 
said that anyone who rebuilt Jericho 
should be cursed (Josh. 6:26). The city 
was not rebuilt until five hundred years 
after the time of Joshua, when Hiel re- 
built it in the days of ‘Ahab (1 Kings 
16:34). By that time the mound of the 
city would have been eroded so that the 
evidence of the destruction would not 
be evident on the surface of the mound. 

Garstang once told the writer that, in 
his younger days, it was often assumed 
that the Bible was incorrect until it was 
proved correct; he added that today the 
archaeological discoveries show that the 
Bible is to be regarded as accurately re- 
flecting the historical situation at point 
after point. Garstang adheres to the 
documentary theory of the first -books 
of the Bible and other views which are 
certainly not held by fundamentalists, 
and yet his excavations at Jericho have 
shown the accuracy of the Biblical rec- 
ord- concerning the falling of the walls 
and several other details. . 

When so many discoveries show the 
accuracy of the Bible at innumerable 
points; it behooves us to deal carefully 
and accurately with the discoveries. The 
Lord éxpects Us to be careful stewards 
of the new knowledge which is being 
made ayailable to us. 














Lesson for January 26 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, January 26 


1. Youth Share the Christian Faith 

(John 1:35-46) (Beginning Christian 

Endeavor Week. Denominational 
Day) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permissiort. 


T IS obvious that we cannot share 

something that we do not ‘have. 
Therefore, in the very beginning of our 
consideration of this week’s topic, it is 
important that we examine our own 
hearts and ask ourselves the question, 
“Have I a living faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ?” 

Our answer to that question will not 
be letermined by, the fact that we hap- 
pen to be a member of the young peo- 
ple’s society in the church that we 
attend, or that our name is on the church 
record, or that we come from a Chris- 
tian family. All of these are excellent, 
and may lead others to suppose that we 
have a Christian faith. But our affirma- 
tive answer must be based upon our 
own heart belief on the Lord Jesus 
Christ as our personal Saviour and the 
unique Son of God, and upon our free 
will acceptance of Him as our Saviour 
and Lord. Without such a heart atti- 
tude and response, we have no Christian 
faith to share: 


Having settled the question as to 
whether or not we have a Christian 
faith to share, it is well that we should 
understand that one of the most con- 
vincing signs that that faith is real is 
the desire that wells up in our hearts 
to share that faith with others. John 
the Baptist, as our lesson verses show us, 
could not refrain from crying out, when 
the Lord Jesus presented Himself, “Be- 
hold the Lamb of God!” (v. 36),- he 
wanted all those who, up to this time 
had been following him and listening to 
him, to turn their eyes upon the Lord 
Jesus and to follow Him. 

Andrew was impelled to search out 
his brother, and bring him. to the One 
whom he recognized as the Messiah. 
Likewise Philip felt the urge to seek out 
Nathanael, and bring him to Christ. 
However, there is an important fact 
concerning these two early personal 
workers that we should not overlook. 
Before they went out to share the won- 
derful news about the Christ, they first 
tarried with Him (v. 29). Our sharing 
of the Christian faith will be largely in 
proportion to our prayer time with the 
Lord Jesus, and its success will depend 
upon whether or not we have taken 
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time to be with Him, and to learn of 
Him. 
4 


Now there is a sense, of course, in 
which we cannot really share our Chris- 
tian faith. We cannot impart to.another 
a portion of our trust in the:Lord Jesus. 
We cannot somehow implant in another’s 
mind the belief that we have in Christ 
or in His Word. But there is alse an- 
other very real sense in which we can 
share our faith. We do so, as did An- 
drew and Philip, by telling others about 
the Lord Jesus, and inviting them to 
ccine and sée for themselves. Sharing 
our Christian faith may be just as sim- 
ple as that. And yet, simple as this is, 
we often neglect the opportunity. 

But that is not all. It is well nigh 
useless for us to tell others what the 
Lord Jesus has done for us, 4f we are 
not showing in our daily lives the ef- 
fect of His love, and sweetness, and self- 
control, and compassion. You will re- 
member that Paul admonished the young 
man, Timothy, to be “an example of the 
believers, in word, in conversation, in 
charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity” (1 
Tim. 4:12). Thus by his exemplary life, 
Timothy was to make it impossible for 
anyone to “despise,” or disparage, his 
youth. Those who do not know the 
Lord Jesus are quick to seize upon the 
excuse of the inconsistency, or what they 
sometimes call ‘the “hypocrisy,” of 
Christians as a reason for not accepting 
the Lord Jesus as their Saviour. 


Whether we like it or not, unbelievers 
sometimes set stricter standards for 
Christian living than believers them- 
selves. They are not willing to follow 
these standards themselves, but they 
expect them of professing Christians. 
Therefore, as followers of the Lord Jesus, 
we need to guard against anything in 
our conduct and conversation that would 
hinder others, or make it difficult for 
them to know and accept the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Hence our need for daily fel- 
lowship in prayer and in the reading 
of the Word, that we may give to the 
Lord Jesus the opportunity to keep our 
lives simple and pure and free from 
everything that might cause others to 
sturnble. 

We 


Our consideration of this topic should 
not close without a reminder that still 
another way to share our Christian faith 
is through prayer, and giving and go- 
ing to the uttermost parts of the earth. 
Our sharing will not be confined to our 
immediate young people’s group, or com- 
munity, or. denomination, but it will 
want to reach out to those who have 
never heard, and who need to be brought 
to a saving knowledge of the Lord 
Jesus. 

PHILADELPHIA. 




















Lesson for January 26 
Children at Home 


Chem’s Bicycle 
By Esther Miller Payler 


6¢9D AT-TAT-TAT, rat-tat-tat,”. went 

the ironing clubs in the hands of 
‘ Chem and his mother as they pounded 
the white gown wrapped around the 
stick. , F 

“Washing, spreading clothes on the 
grass, beating them smooth, sewing the 
clothes together again, over and over!” 
sighed Chem, his arms aching. “Aren’t 
we done yet?” 

“No, the gown isn’t smooth and glossy 
enough for the master,” replied Chem’s 
mother, who was servant in the home 
of a magistrate in Seoul, capital of 
Korea. 

“Tell me about the village where you 
lived when you were little, then Ill 
forget how tired. I am,” said Chem, and 
his black eyes brightened. 

“I never saw anything so pretty as 
the country around our village. I hope 
you'll see it some day, Son.” His 
mother’s tired face looked young again 
as it had when his father was alive. 

“We'll live there!” Chem stopped 
pounding to smooth back glossy black 
hair. 

“Far away the mountains look pur- 
ple. When it stagts to get dark, blue 
shadows nestle around them. The slopes 
are green with all kinds of trees. The 
rice fields are laced with water when 
the bright green shoots cover the val- 
leys. After the rice is harvested, the 
fields aré golden with stubble. The air 
is clear, and not full of smoke and smells 
‘ as it is here. You can breathe that air 
like sweet perfume. It doesn’t make 
you choke and cough as this air does 
with the smoke of cooking fires.” His 
mother coughed and gasped. 

Chem wanted to help her so much,:but 
he had to keep on: pounding the gown 
so no one would notice she had stopped. 

“Some day I'll take you to your vil- 
lage !" Chem promised. 

“It is too late for me, ‘but you must 
go as soon as you can, Son!” 

In ahother month Chem’s mother was 
dead. He was alone. No matter how 
hard he tried, he couldn’t please the 
head servant. “You eat more’n you 
work!” He. slapped Chem until tears 
relled down over his high cheek bones. 

Chem thought all day~and dreamed 
at night of the village of his mother. 
“That way is Kimo.” He remembéred 
her pointing toward the rising sun. Sev- 
eral times Chem tried to run away from 
the magistrate’s house, but éach time 
he was brought back, and lashed until 
his skin was raw. 

“T'll keep on trying until I do,” Chem 
sobbed. 

One day when the cook took Chem 
to market to carry the heavy basket of 
vegetables, he stopped to talk to a friend 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


in front of a stall where cabbage was 
sold. Chem laid down the basket, slip- 
ped past the pile of cabbages, through 
the jostling crowd, and down the road, 
past the old wall, dodging in and out 
between donkeys, horses, carts, and peo- 
ple. He walked in front of a man carry- 
ing a rack of pottery tied to his back. 
Thinking he heard the cook’s shouts back 
of him, he hurried faster, until he was 
out in the country. The sun was high 
and he didn’t know which way to go, 
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so he kept going with the most people. 
“My feet are getting tired !” said Chem, 
sitting down under a blooming tree to 
rest. He breathed deeply of the air and 
found it sweet. Bees buzzed past his 
head going back and forth to the blos- 
soms. 
“The mountains do look purple,” he 
thought, wondering how long it would 
take him to walk that far. “I’m hungry,” 
he thought; but he soon fell asleep. 
When Chem awoke with a start, he 
saw blue shadows gathering around the 
mountains. Farmers were walking across 
the fields, looking like moving straw 
stacks, taking straw home to the vil- 
lage for cooking fires, and so their floors 
would be warm to sleep on. “I’m more 
hungry than when I went to sleep! How 
can I get something to eat?” His brown 
hands clasped, Chem ran across the field 
toward the farmer: “I’m a strong boy,” 
he began. “I'll help you gather and 
carry straw for my supper !” 
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The farmer grunted, shaking his head, 
“Too many mouths to feed now !” 

Chem felt lonely for his mother. His 
feet dragged in the dust, as he got on 
the road again. He walked on and on 
until he could no longer see the moun- 
tains, or even the fields. Feeling very 
empty, he found a @rove of trees, curled 
up under one and went to sleep, scared 
of the odd night sounds around him. 

When Chem awoke his head felt light 
and his mouth dry. He drank from a 
stream and chewed some grass, but still 
felt dizzy as he walked down the road. 
How far the mountains are! he thought. 
Chem passed through a village of thatch 
roofed houses, red with drying peppers. 
People stared curiously. Dogs snapped 
at his heels. His mouth watered at the 
smell of food in the market. 

He saw an old man squatted behind 
baskets of green.and red peppers, smok- 
ing his long pipe, the bowl of which 
rested on the ground. “Can I earn a 
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little food or money by helping you?” 
Chem asked timidly, remembering the 
farmer of the night before. 

The man stared from beady eyes sharp 
in his wrinkled face. “Sort this bas- 
ket of peppers! Put good ones here. 
Bad ones there!” 

Chem worked eagerly, the smell of 
the peppers making his mouth water 
more than ever. When he was through, 
the man handed him a handful of sweet 
peppers and started to question him. 
Afraid, Chem thanked him and left, 
munching the peppers. 

The road was steeper than the day 
before. There were fewer carts and 
people on it. Chem had to rest more 
and more. His feet felt. so heavy he 
could searcely lift them. “My head is 
so light it feels as if its going up in the 
air away from me!” 

When blue shadows came up the 
mountains again, Chem thought he was 
no closer to them. His heart sank, Why 
not close my eyes and give up, he 
thought. “Where’s Kimo?” He curled 
up under a tree, near the edge of a vil- 
iage, perched on the hill, overlooking 
a valley of yellow rice stubble. On the 
slope above him, Chem glimpsed a 
vegetable garden. He saw a man with 
white skin, short hair, and dressed like 
a foreigner, come into the garden with 
a basket. Chem hid behind the tree, 
watching him. The man picked some 
red tomatoes, then” turned toward a 
house which Chem hadn’t noticed. There 
were three houses together, and differ- 
ent from any he had ever seen. 

As soon as the man walked away, 
Chem crawled on his stomach toward 
the garden, picked d handful of tomatoes, 
and was gliding back to his hiding place, 
when he felt a hand on his back. Look- 
ing up he'saw the white man, who said 
in careful Korean, “Son, why didn’t you 
ask me for the tomatoes?” 

Frightened, Chem dropped the toma- 
toes. “I’m hungry!” he gasped. 

No one but his mother had ever looked 
at him so kindly. Chem stood and 
bowed, but his knees buckled under him, 
and he almost fell in a faint into the 
arms of the man, who put down the 
basket, and carried him into :the house. 

When he came to, Chem was ina room 
different from any he had ever seen. 
The sgme man and a lady smiled at-him: 
“You are better. Eat this.” 

The lady fed Chem spoonfuls,of steam- 
ing broth. Chem could feel it all‘ the 
way down into his stomach. He felt 
strong and well again. 

After he finished the soup, the man 
seid, “What’s your name, and where do 
you come from?” 

“Chem! I walked from Seoul!” 

“That is very far, Chem. Tell us 
about it.” 

Chem studied the man.and woman.and 
fear left him. He told them of his 
mother, her village, the cruel head serv- 
ant, and running away. When he was 
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through, the man said, “How would you 
like to go to school and work here?” 

Chem gulped: “I’m poor. Why should 
you help me?” 

“We serve Jesus and He loves and 
wishes to help all.” 

“Is he your master?” asked Chem. 

“Yes, our Master and God!” answered 
the man, taking a small book from his 
pocket. “This is a New Testament 
which tells the story of Jesus’ life on this 
earth. You will learn to read it for 
yourself, but in the meantime we'll 
teach you more of Him, and you'll learn 

, to love Him.” 

Chem thought he was dreaming. But 
the man continued: “I’m Dr. Winslow. 
This is my wife. We came from far 
across the seas because we love Jesus 
and want others to know Him, too. We 
have a school, church, and hospital here 
where sick people get well. You will 
help me in the hospital when you're 
not busy at school.” 

“Thank you; thank you,” 
Chem. 

“Now you must sleep,” the lady smiled, 
patting his head, reminding Chem of his 
mother. 

In the days, weeks, and months that 
followed, Chem worked in the hospital, 
learning to do many things which helped 
Dr. Winslow. He went to school and 
was learning to read and write. That 
was often hard, but not so hard as learn- 
ing to ride the bicycle. “If you’d learn 
to ride you could go out on calls and 
deliver medicine much faster,” said the 
doctor. “You could ride to Kimo. You 
could serve Christ better.” 

Every time the doctor said, “Now let 
me show you,” perspiration broke out 
on Chem. He felt as if he were going 
to pitch headlong into the dusty road. 
“All you need is confidence that you 
can ride,” said Dr. Winslow. “Just be- 
cause the first time you crashed into 
that peddler’s cart, you musn’t be scared. 
Now you know how to steer and to use 
the brake.” 

Chem couldn’t read much of the Bible 
for himself yet, but he had heard stories 
of Jesus and could sing all the hymns. 
“I want to go up to the altar on Conse- 
cration Sunday,” said Chem, “but first 
I must get over my fear of riding the 
bicycle. ‘I’ve prayed about it and tried, 
but I haven’t faith enough yet to do it. 
The ‘evil spirits still have hold of me.” 

“Not evil spirits. You are just scared 
because of the accident,” comforted Dr. 
Winslow. “We'll try again tomorrow.” 
At the. thought of sitting up on the bi- 
cycle, Chem felt sick. Just then-a 
woman rushed into the hospital, é¢rying, 
“My husband and children die of the 
black. sickness !’ : 

Dr. Winslow grabbed his medicine case 
and spun away on his bicycle, with Chem 
and the woman running after him. When 
they arrived at her house, at the edge of 

the village, Dr. Winslow was busy. 
“Chem, I haven’t enough serum to save 
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all their lives. We need more, quickly, 
as many other people may be getting 
sick. THe closest is at the mission hos- 
pital at Kimo.” He pointed up the moun- 
tain. 

Chem went white. He knew the doc- 
tor was needed here. Chem couldn’t 
take time to go back to the school and 
get one of the other boys who could 
ride. He must go, but at the thought of 
the bicycle, his heart pounded against 
his. ribs. “Ill go!” he murmured. His 
tongue felt stiff. “Pray for me!” 

“Remember, ‘I can do all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth 
me,’” replied the doctor. 

Chem didn’t know he was praying 
aloud as he climbed on the bicycle. At 
first it wobbled, but soon he gained 
speed, forgetting fear and the narrow, 
dark roads, only knowing he must hurry. 
“Kimo, mother’s village,” he kept think- 
ing. The last slope was so steep he had 
to push the bike. Out of breath he 
arrived at the hospital; got the serum, 
and started back, with hardly a glimpse 
of the village he wanted to see all his 
life. Down the slopes he flew, thinking, 
“God, help me to hurry and save lives.” 

When he got back Dr. Winslow met 
him at the door. He shook Chem’s hand, 
“God be praised !” 


Chem flashed white teeth. “I'll be at 
the altar on Consecration Day! Any 
bicycle riding you want done call on 
me.” 


“As soon as I can you shall have a bi- 
cycle of your own; then you can go to 
Kimo and really see it!” 

Chem beamed. 
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Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 20 to 26 


Mon —John 4:5-15. The Living Water. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “Whosoever 
drinketh of the water that I shall give 
him shall never thirst.” Christ is the 
fountain of all grace and truth, and the 
channel of all. other mercies from God. 
He alone can satisfy the longing soul. 
*"Tis He alone who can quench the in- 
tolerable thirst of soul for pardon, peace 
of conscience, and life eternal. “Come 
ye to the waters,” was the cry of Isaiah 
the prophet, and it is also the last invi- 
tation to humanity by the voice of the 
Lord from Heaven (Isa. 55:1; Rev. 22: 
17). Pass on the blessed invitation to 
perishing men. Pray for a real awaken- 
ing to righteousness, in the Church of 
God. 


Tues.—John 4:16-26. 
Worship Not Racial but Spiritual. 
Prayer Succestions: “God is a Spirit: 
and they that worship him must wor- 
ship him in spirit and in truth.” 
God, who made all, desires the salvation 
of all, and their love-filled adoration. 
The same God is over ,all:and blessed 
forever. Let all the people praise Thee. 
Let all that have breath bless God while 
they have their being. In Heaven the 


' 


ransomed from every tribe and nation 


will be before the throne of God. Let 
us love them now as we shall love them 
by and by. Pray for the conversion of 
men in countries you do not particularly 
like. 
Wed—John 4:27-42. Samaritan Faith. 
Prayer SuccEsTIONs: “Many of the Sa- 
maritans . . . believed on him for the 
saying of the woman ... and many 
more believed because of his own word.” 
Christian testimony, wonderful as it is, 
needs to be supported by the Word of 
the Lord. Faith, in our case, as in that 


‘ of the Samaritans, is real and solid, when 


based on.a “Thus saith the Lord.” Is 
yours built upon the wisdom of men or 
upon the Word of the living God? Pray 
for the same kind of soul-winning wis- 
dom exercised by the woman of Samaria. 


Thurs.—Luke 9:51-56., 
Jesus Spurned by Samaritans, 
Prayer Succestions: “They did not re- 
ceive him, because his face was as 
though he would go to Jerusalem.” The 
rejection of Christ by the Samaritans 
occurred about two years later than His * 
visit to them recorded in the fourth 
chapter of John. The old prejudice 
against the Jews influenced them to re- 
fuse a welcome /to the Saviour. Sim- 
ilarly Satan uses strange notions to keep 
sinners from receiving their only Sav- 
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Sun.—lIsaiah 49:8-13. 


Jehovah's Servant Addresses the Nations. - 


Prayer SvuccestTions: “Thus saith the 
Lord.” Without God’s own authoritative 
Word, man would be left to utter con- 
fusion with regard to His character and 
will. The opinions of men are so utterly 
divided that we never will be able to 
find in them a resting place for faith. 
A “Thus saith the Lord” given in Christ 
our Lord, Jehovah’s Servant, puts forth a 
firm foundation for eternal faith under 
our feet. Thank God for speaking unto 
us in His Son. Pray that your faith may 
grow rapidly as you feed on His Word. 
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iour. Pray, but never in anger, that 
the eyes of your friends and neighbors 
who refuse Christ may be opened to 
see their sad mistake and terrible dan- 
ger. 


Fri—Luke 10:25-37. The Good Samaritan. 
Prayer Succestions: “A certain Sa- 
maritan.” Our Lord held up this good 
Samaritan as an example of kindness 
and mercy to a self-righteous Jewish 
lawyer. Thus our Lord cut right through 
the natural prejudice of the man to re- 
veal the nature of the Commandment, 
“Thou shalt love ... thy neighbour as 
thyself.” We must not blame too se- 
verely that blinded lawyer, for often our 
love to others is just as “choosey.” Dg 
not let your likes or dislikes hinder you 
from doing the will of God. Pray for 
greater love to all classes of people. 


Sat.—Luke 17:11-19. The Grateful Samaritan. 

PRAYER SuccEsTIONsS: “And he was a 
Samaritan.” The only grateful man in 
the company of ten lepers healed at one 
time by our blessed Lord was a Samari- 
tan. God often gets more honor and 
plory from people generally considered 
of little importance. What God looks for 
in us is a grateful heart. This will 
please Him more than fine words and 
speeches. Condemn in yourself every 
indication of ingratitude. Pray for a 
truly thankful heart, likeness to the 
heart of Christ. 
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Almost dail 


‘ 
A courageous Hebrew Christian missionary from Jugo- 
“Please accept our sincerest thanks for the 
food and clothing packages. 
remaining believers have suffered irre 
only did we lose homes, ee and furniture, but all 
of us lost relatives, includin 
dren. If we did not have the consolation of our Messiah, 
the Lord Jesus, we could not bear the weight of this life. 
“Nearly all of us went through concentration camps 
and prisons. We beg you brothers and sisters in. America 
to help us build again. 
food worries I could much better attend to the mission 


Distress of Hebrew Christians in Germany 
A veteran Hebrew Christian missionary in Germany 


I myself and most of the 
able losses. Not 


husbands, brothers, and chil- 


If I were not so burdened with 


“I have gathered some of the surviving Hebrew Chris- 
tians. Many of the men perished in concentration omen. but 
some of the wives and children survived. They are ho 
less and without anyone to care for them. Please have pity.” 


we receive similar heart-rending pleas from surviving Hebrew 


me- 
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